Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Tow ready, strongly bound in doth. Price dd. each. 
THE 

I Oxford and Cambridge 

fcRIPTURB ANALYSES, 



GENESIS. 

EXODUS. 

FIRST BOOK OP SAMUEL, 

SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEU 

FIRST BOOK OF KINGS. 

SECOND BOOK OF KINGS. 

ST. MATTHEW. 

ST. MARK 

ST. LUKK 

ST. JOHN. 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

nun loltFWiB JRiif rf th» «r»Bil» of SI- *»='■ 



I 



Others in Preparation, 



ipreHBly for tha 
^_^ and »t the end 

MoKl .Id ambridg. Eimu»™ d""»! "» ""' "" 



TTiB Bbovs li.ve been prepared 
requirements of the Local Eiaminati 



r^ 



3e$«S£ai«> 



)ED STEEET. 



Davidson and Alcock's ' 

EDUCATIONAL WORKS. 



♦ ■•'» 

1. A First English Orammar and Analjrsis. 

82 pages, price 2d. 

2. An Intermediate English Orammar and 

Analyiis. 80 pagei, price 6d. 

3. English Orammar and Analysis, with 

oopioQi Exeroises and Examination Fapen* 266 
pageii atrongly bound, price 2a. 

4. Complete Manual of Parsing. New edition. 

204 pagea> atrongly bound, price la. 6d. 

5. Complete Uannal of Analysis and Para- 

.phraaing. 282 pages, price 2a. 

6. Key to English Oraomiar and Analysis. 

strongly bound, price fie. 

Juit pullishedf price Is, each* 

Allman's Parsing Copy Book, with Full In- 

atructiona for Uae. 

Allman's Copy Book of Orammatioal Analysis, 

with Full Inatruotiona for Uae. 



LONDON; 
T. J. ALLMAN, 463, OXFORD STREET. 

(No. 6.). " 




• • • 



162QR 



ANALYSIS 



SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE 
LOCAL EXAMINATIONS. 




lOHDOKt 

I. 1. ALLMAH, 463, OXFOBD SIKEET. 

1879. 



CONTENTS. 



PAOI 

INTRODTTCfrrON . • . . , , , .5 

ANALYSIS OF THE CHAPTERS . . • • 7 

PSALMS ILLUSTRATED 64 

TOPOGRAPHY 55 

KEIOHBOURINO NATIONS • • • • . 57 

BIOORAPHIOAL NOTES . . • • .57 

HISTORICAL NOTES ...... 59 

GENERAL QUESTIONS. • • . • .61 

OHRONOLOGIOAL TABLE' . , . . . 64 



THE SECOND BOOK OP SAMUEL 



INTEODUCnON; 

The Sdcond Book of Samuel was originally one with 
the First, and they are still unseparated in the Hebrew 
MSS. The division of the Books of Samuel into two 
was derived from the Septuagint and the Vulgate. 
After dividing the Book of Samuel into two parts, the 
Seventy united them with the Books of Kings, which 
they also separated into two. Both Origen (a.d. 280) 
and Jerome (A.D. 405) testify that the Jews of this 
time counted the books as one. 

The Second Book of Samuel is ascribed to the 
prophets Gad and Nathan. Many learned Jews haw 
contended, from a fancied resemblance of the style to* 
the works of the prophet Jeremiah, that it was com- 

Eiled jby him from such memoirs as Gad and Nathan 
ad left behind them. The hypothesis that Samuel 
was the author is certainly incorrect^ the history being: 
continued lone after his death. 

It cannot clearly be shown that the author was a 
prophet, although the prophetical rather than the^ 
priestly spirit prevails throughout the Book, most of 
the materials used being prophetical. The writer may 
have been connected with the Schools of the Prophets,- 
which were established by Samuel for the instruction^ 
of Hebrew youths in the knowledge of the law and^ 
the exercises of devotion. Places, time and minute' 
sketches prove that the events were recorded by those « 
well acquainted with the facts. 

The writer mentions none of the sources he used' 
except one, viz., the Book of Jasher, which contained' 
David's elegy upon Saul and Jonathan; it has been^ 
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conjectured that other poetical pieces are derived from 
the same sourca It also appears that documents 
composed in the Schools of the Prophets have been 
employed. Another source appears to have been 
National Annals ; another Orsd Tradition, for some 
portion of the Book appears strongly tinctured with 
the legendary. For. the hiatory of David, which is 
here minutely related, a special biography may have 
been used. Other collections' of poetry appear to have 
been used, besides that called the Book of Jasher ; it 
is well known that the early history of nations is 
recorded in their poems, and such songs and poems 
abounded among the Hebrews^ Th^e are here hymns 
of David in which he offers up his pndses to Jehovah, 
one of which is faund with some alteration in the 
eighteenth Psalm ; there is also a short elegy on the 
death of Abner. This Book is one of the best speci- 
mens of sacred historical writing; the narrative is 
lively and graphic, entering mimttely into details, and 
the historical matter contauifid in it exhibits a rapid 
and changiDg series of events. 

The time when this Book was compiled has been 
much disputed, but. most probably it was written at 
a period considerably subsequent to the occurrence of 
the events recorded ; according to some critics, long 
after the separation of the tribes under Biehoboam ; 
others refer to the time immediately afber him. Some 
have been of opinion that David himself assisted at 
the compilation of this Book, and that the accounts of 
David's mighty men^ with their feats of bravery, were 
a contribution of Seraiah, the scribe. But the ques-- 
tion of date remains uncertain, and nothing neairer can 
be concluded than that it was .compiled after the death 
of Solomon, against whicb opinion there is no internal 
evidence. Another opinion is, that the author wrote 
towards the time of Hezekiah, a view drawn from the 
writ^ speaking of the kingly government with the 
idea of majesty belonging to it. 
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The authentioity of the history found in the Second 
Book of Samuel rests on sure grounds. It is quoted 
in the New Testament ; references occur in other por- 
tions of Scripture ; historic events here recorded are 
illustrative of many of the Psalms, to which the two 
Books of Samuel may be considered a key. Many 
heathen authors have borrowed from this Book, or 
have collected from other sources, many particulars of 
those accounts which are here recorded. There are, 
however, some discrepancies in numbers, and some- 
times in proper names; but it is well known that 
such errors are easily and frequently committed by 
historians. 

This Book contains an account of the Divine deal- 
ings towards Israel during the reign of David, the 
second king of Israel, a period of nearly forty years, 
from B.C. 1055 to EO. 1017. It relates the triumphs 
of David, the extinction of SauFs family and David's 
kindness to the surviving son of Jonathan; the 
troubles and sorrows of David, resulting chiefly from 
his great sin ; his re-establishment on the throne ; the 
subsequent events of his reign. The chronology of 
the Book is little attended to. 

The Book consists of twenty-four chapters, and tl^e 
contents have been arranged under two. general divi- 
sions : 

I. The Triumphs of David ^hap. i. — x.). 

11. The Troubles of David (U.hap. xi — ^xxiv.). 



CHAPTER L 
B.O. 1055. 



" A MAN OAMK OUT OF THE CAMP."— On the third day 
after Da.vid's return to Ziklag, an Amalekite brought 
the iiews of the death of Saul and his three sons. He 
was probably a slave to the Hebrews^ and followed 
the camp in order to plunder the slain. 
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" Anguish is come upon me."— My coat of mail 
or my emlnroidered coat hindereth me. 

"I STOOD UPON HIM AND SLEW HIM." — ^The story of 

this Amalekite youth is a pure fiction, formed for the 
purpose of ingratiating himself with David, the pro- 
bable successor to the throne. 

**Thb crown." — Most likely this crown was a cap 
surrounded with a broad fillet of gold, intended to 
serve also as a helmet. 

" The bracelet." — ^This is supposed to have been 
one of the insignia of royalty, and not a mere personal 
ornament. These bracelets, which are worn in the 
East as a badge of power, are composed of precious 
stones of great value, and are fastened above the 
elbow. 

"And they mourned." — David and his men 
mourned and wept and fasted until evening, because of 
the evil fallen upon Israel. 

" How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth 

THINE HAND TO DESTROY THE LORD'S ANOINTED V* — 

David ordered him to be slain, upon his confession. 

"David lamented with this lamentation." — 
This elegy over Saul and Jonathan is considered one 
of the finest specimens of Hebrew poetry. 

" He bade them teach the children of Judah 
THE use of the BOW." The words the use of are not 
in the original, hence some commentators think The 
Bow was the title of the following elegy, so called 
from the bow of Jonathan there mentioned. The 
Septuagint reads, " And David sang this monmfol 
song, and told them to teach it the children of 
Judah." 

"The book of Jasher."— The Upright. This 
book appears to have been a collection of poetical 
narratives; some authors consider this the same as 
" the Book of the Wars of the Lord," others as the 
Book of Genesis, and others as " the Pentateuch." 

"The beauty of Israeu"— The Hebrew word 
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rendered beauty rignifieti aa antelope or gaselle, 
which in Western Asia is regarded aa the symbol of 
agility and beauty. The passage may be rendered. 
Gazelle of Israel, slain upon thine own mountain& 

"The daughters op the | Philistines."— Tri- 
umphal aonga on return from the battle-field were 
aung by the women. 

<' Nor fields of offerings."— Nor fields affording 
oblations. 

" The shield of the mightt."— The shield of the 
mighty ones is polluted, the shield of Saul is not 
anointed with oil. A poetic intimation that Saul, in 
haste and despair, had neglected the usual preparation 
for battle. 

"-The bow of Jonathan." — ^The bow was well 
known among the Hebrews before this time ; but it 
does not appear that it was used as a military weapon. 
The ancient bows were usually of wood, although 
horn was sometimes employed. 

" They were swifter than eagles, they were 
STRONGER THAN LIONS." — More rapid than the eagle 
in pursuit, and more courageous than the lion in com- 
bating the foe. 

"Who CLOTHED YOU WITH SCARLET."— This ap- 
pears to allude to the general increase of wealth 
throughout the country daring the reign of Saul, for 
he had ruled the internal aJSfairs of Us kingdom well. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who brought to Darid the news of Saul's death f 

2. What effect had those tidings npon Dayid f 

8. What is meant by " the Book of Jaaher "f Is this Book f^ 
f erred to in any other part of Scripture f 

4. Bedte the elegy of Dayid oyer Saul and Jonathan. 

6. What are the chief topics of this poem f 

Si Eztdain the foUowing : 

'* The beanty of Isntel Is slain npon the high places." 

'* They were swifter than eagles* thoy were stronger than 

• Jions." . 



1 
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Vitfi$ 6.— >' BaqI leaned upon his epear." 1 Sam. zzxL ft— 4. 

V$r»ii 14.—'' The Lord's anointed." Psalm cr. 15. 

Vfrte 18.—" The book of Jasher." Josh. x. 13. 

r«rM20.— ''TenitnotfaiGath.'' HieahLia 

Vtr»$ 22.'^* The bow of Jonathan tnzned not bade" X Skol xviiL 4. 

Verte 88. — '' Stronger than lions." Jndg. xiy. 18. 

Vir$e 24. — ** Dangfaters of IsraeL" Luke xxiii 28. 

Vtrte 26«— *' Thy love to me was wondeifiiL"— 1 Sam. xvSL S. 



CHAPTER IL 

B.C. 1055. 

<* David ikquired of the Lord." — God directed 
him to proceed to Hebron, which city appears, to 
have been peculiarly fitted for David's capital, on- ac- 
count of its patriarchal associations, its Levitical 
sacredness, and its central position in the tribe of 
JudaL The men of Judah there anointed him king. 
" Blessed be ye of the Lord." — David nobly 
commended the men of Jabesh-gilead for the part they 
had acted towards SauL 

"ISHBOSHETH THE SON OF SAUL." — His original 

name was Ethbaal, but he obtained the nickname of 
Ighbosheth firoin his weakness and incapacity. 

Made him king over Gilead— and over all 
Israel. — From this it appears that Judah was the 
only tribe who took part in the nomination of David. 

''The Ashurites.'' — The Asherites, or those of 
the tribe of Asher. 

And Abner went otjt from Mahanaim to 
GiBEON. — This movement of Abner^s was naturally 
regarded by David as aggressive, and he sent Joab to 
meet him near the pool of Gibeon. 

" JoAB the son of Zeritiah." — ^It appears that when 
the mother was superior in rank to the father, the 
children were denominated firom her. Josephus says 
that the name of Joab's father was Suri 

« They sIt down." — The men on both ades appear 
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unwilling to fight, feeling they are countrymen ; pro- 
bably David's meji had reeeived iastructionQ to act 
entirely on the defensive. 

Let the young men arise and play before us.— 
This challenge appears to have been designed to bring 
on a general engagement. 

"WENT OVER." — FteseHted themselves. Twelve 
men on each side were matched to fight against each 
other between the two armies; so well were they 
matched^ that they were all killed on the spot. This 
was the signal for a desperate battle. 

" As LIGHT OF FOOf Ais A WILD ROE.*'— A gazelle 
or antelope. Swiftness of foot was reckoned a great 
accomplishment among ancient \farriors. 

** Take tAiee his armour." — The armour of a con- 
quered foe was a trophy highly valued by the victorious 
hero. 

• ^* The HINDER END OF THE SPEAR."— The lower end 
had i spike which was used for fixing the spear in the 
ground. 

" Unless thou hadst spoken."— It appears that 
Joab had orders to act only on the defensive, and 
would not have attacked the Israelites that day unless 
he had been compell^; he therefore throws the 
blame upon Abner, whose proposal led to the 
slaughter. 

" They came to Hebron at break of day."— In 
this engagement David lost nineteen men and Asahel, 
whose death put a check to the pursuit; and greatly 
favoured the escape of the vanquished. 

QUESTIONS. 

7. VHiere and by whom was David anointed king ? 

8. Relate aU tiiat is recorded respecting Ahinoam and Abigail, 
tHe wites of Datld. 

9. Who waaAbner? 

10. Give the situations of the foQowing towns : Hebron, Jabesh- 
gilead, Mahanaim, Bethlehem. 

11. Who^e Bister was Zeroiah ? 

12. QvrejBL brief aoooont of the ttuxnmter betwem the troops of 
David and Abner. 
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BEVEBSN0B8. 

Vene 1.— ** Dftvid inquired of the Lord." Ezod. xznii 80^ 
Verse 2. — ** His two wiyes." 1 Sam. zzz. 6. 
Veree 4.—" That buried Said." 1 Sam. zxzl 11, 18. 
Verse 5. — " Blessed be ye of the Lord." Psalm cxt. 15. 
Verse 9.—" Ishbosheth the son of SaoL" 1 Ghron. TiiL 83. 
Verse 18.—** Three sons of Zemiah." 1 Chron. ii. 16. 



CHAPTER III. 

B.C. 1053—1048. 

"David waxed stronger and stronger." — There 
was long war between the house of Saul and that of 
David ; but the c^use of David prospered, as he was 
the Lord's anointed. 

David's sons. — Six sons were born during his 
reign in Hebron, of these the most noted were 
Amnon, Absalom and AdonijalL 

" Strong for the house op Saul." — ^Put forth 
his strength. Abner threw the whole weight of his 
influence in favour of the house of Saul. 

" Then was Abner very wroth." — ^Abner having 
married Eispah, one of the concubines of Saul, brought 
down upon him the anger of Ishbosheth, whose cai^se 
he then deserted, saying he would join himself to* 
David. 

"Am I A DOG*s headT — A proverbial expression^ 
to denote the greatest contempt. 

"Thou shalt not see my face, except thou 

FIRST BRING MiCHAL, SAUL*S DAUGHTER." — ^Michal 

had not been legally divorced, but forcibly separated 
from David, who now probably demanded her restora- 
tion on political grounds. She was taken from' 
Phaltiel, her husband, and restored to David. 

" Abner also spake in the ears of Benjamin."' 
Saul was of this tribe, therefore the Benjamites were* 
the devoted adherents of his house. 

"JoAB came from pursuing A TROOP."— These' 
were probably border-marauders, who had taken ad- 
vantage of the internal disturbances of the country. 
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"They told Joar" — When Joab knew that 
Abner had held a conference with David, he was anery, 
and sent messengers after Abner, who brought him 
again from the well of Sirah. He then treacherously 
slew him, in revenge for his slaying his brother Asahel. 

"They buried Abner in Hebron." — Hebron was 
a city of refuge, and if Joab had slain Abner within 
Aat city, the law would have allowed David to treat 
him as a murderer. Joab knew this, therefore he 
met him at the gate and slew him before he entered 
the city. But oy royal command he was compelled 
to act as chief mourner at the burial of Abner. 

" Gird you with sackcloth."— Hair-cloth. Per- 
haps in a general sense the word means any kind of 
very coarse cloth. 

Bier. — ^The original word generally denotes a bed 
or couch. Persons of high distinction were carried 
to their sepulchres on rich beds. 

** Died Abner as a fool dieth."— As a vile person 
or criminal. 

" Thy hands werjb not bound."— The hands and 
feet of malefactors were bound with fetters, but Abner 
bad not been condemned in the regular courseof justice. 

"Till the sun be down." — The Oriental fasts 
consist of absolute abstinence during the day, while 
at night any food is eaten. 

" A PRINCE." — Abner had held an exalted position 
in Israel. 

"These men, the sons of Zeruuh, be too 
HARD FOR ME." — ^David appears deeply sensible of the 
insult offered to himself in the conduct of Joab, who 
with his brothers obtained an undue ascendency over 
their uncle] hence their proud and domineering 
bearing. 

QUESTIONS. 

18. How mfiny sons were bom to DaTid in Hebron f Whiob Ol 
these sons acted nndntifolly towards their father ? 
14. Why did Abner desert the cause of Xshbosheth ? 
16. Upon what conditions did David receive Abnor f 
16. where did Joab and Abner meet f 
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17. How aid Aboerdie ? » -. 

18. What effect had the death of Ahner npon Baidd f 

BEFEBENCBS. 

Verse 2. — ^'^ Unto David were sons bom in Hebron." 1 Chrbn. 

iii 1—4. 
Verse 4. — " Adonijah the son of Haggith." 1 Kings i. 5. 
Verse 10. — ** From Dan even to Beersheba." < Judges jlz. 1. . 
Verse 15. — " Fbaltiel the son of Laish." 1 Sam. xxy. 44. 
Verse SO. — ** Because he had slain their brother.'* 2 Sam. u. 23. 
Verse 39.—" Xhe Lord shall reward/* etc. Ps(^ hoL 12. 



CHAPrER IV*. 

B.O. 1048. 

" All the Israelites were troubled.'*— The adhe- 
rents of Isbosheth were greatly discouraged by the 
death of Abner, ani many of them deserted his cause. 

" Beeroth also was reckoned to Benjamin." — 
This place originally belonged to the Gibeonites,.aud 
they had been allowed to remain after thjb portion of 
the country was allotted to Benjamin. , . » 

''Lame op his feet."— ^Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan, was lamed in both his feet by Calling from 
the nurse's arms, when she fled with him from Jezreel 
on hearing of the death of. his. father and grandfather ; 
he was at that time five years old. AcQprding.^to 
Eastern notions, this infirmity would exclude him 
from succeeding to the throne. 

"Lay on a bed at noon." — ^In Eastern conutrfes 
it is customary to rest at noon, when the sun is high 
in the heavens and the heat is oppressive^ > 

" As though they would have fetched wheat," 
— ^Baanah and Rechab, two brothers who were cap- 
tains of Ishbosheth, came treacherously to the palace 
as though they came for Vh^at, which was there 
stored for the use of the soldiers, who were maintained 
at the king's charge. 

" They came into the house." — ^Their appearance 
excited no surprise ; the king, who lay on the divan, 
easily became their victim. 

"They brought the head of Ishbosheth to 
David." — ^The murderers thought to gain the royal 
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favour; but King David expressed his indignation, 
and commanded his young men to fall upon them, 
and to put them to death. 

Cut off their hands and feet. — ^The mutilation 
of the hand or foot f6r particular crimes is commpn 
in the East. ' * . 

" Over the pool tn Hebron." — The hanging of 
them up to public view was to add. to the indignity 
of the offenders. ' The Pool of Hebron seems to have 
been a place of great resort. 

QUESTIONS. 
19i How were the adherents of Ishbosheth affected hy Abner's 
death? 

20. Where was Beerotb ? • 

21. How was Ishbosheth slain, and hj whom ? 

22. '^ow ^d David reoeiye the murderers ? 

23. Who was Mephibosheth ? 

24. Where was he at the time of Jiis father's death f 

BEFSKBNOES. 

Ksr^e 2.—'* Beeroth also was reckoned to Benjamin." Josh, 
zyiii. 25. 

Verse 8.^" Saul thine enemy." 1 Sam. six. 2. 

Verat 9. — " Who hath redeemed/' etc. Psalm zxxiv. 22. 

Verae 10.—'* When one told me," etc. 2 Sam. i 2, 4, 16. 



CHAPTER V. 

B.O. 1048—1043. 

" Thou shalt feed My people Israel."— This is 

the first time this expression is used in the sacred 
T^ritipgs. In after times a king or ruler is frequently 
mentioned under the figure of a shepherd. 

" David made a league with them."— The 
Hebrew monarchs were by no means absolute, in the 
strongest sense o^ the term. These leagues or cove- 
nants, which we find newly-elected kings entering into 
with the people, were equal to the coronation oath, and 
formed what in our days would be called a constitution. 

They anointed David king over all Israel.— 
He reigned altogethef forty years ; seven years and 
six months over Judah in Hebron, and thirty-three 
over all Israel in Jerusalem, 
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''And the einq and ms men went to Jeru* 
8ALEM." — It was one of the first acts of David's reign 
to undertake the reduction of the fortress of Jehus, oa 
Mount Zion, which had remained in the hands of the 
Jebusites ever since the days of Joshua, and which, 
as Josephus reports, had been, from its situation and 
its fortifications, hitherto deemed impregnable. 

" Spake unto David." — These words of the Jebu* 
sites appear to be a contemptuous boast that the 
most disabled part of the inhabitants were sufficient 
to repel David's assault on the fortress. 

"Whosoever getteth up to the gutter." — 
Watercourse. The word rendered gutter occurs in 
only one other place, where it is rendered water-spout. 
This was probably a subterranean channel partly cut 
through the solid rock. 

"The lame and the blind." — Several Jewish 
writers agree that these epithets were bestowed upon 
the idols of the Jebusites. 

He shall be chief captain.— These words are 
not in the original, they are supplied from 1 Chron. 
zL 6. David appears to have made this proposal to 
avoid giving offence to either the men of Judah or 
the ten tribes by his choice of a captain. 

"Hiram, king of ttre, sent messengers to 
David." — David now made Jerusalem the capital of his 
kingdom, and built a royal residence on Mount Zion. 
He enters into an alliance with Hiram king of Tyre, 
which was of mutual advantage, for the Tyrians greatly 
excelled in all branches of commerce and industry, while 
the Hebrews had at this time made but little progress 
in the arts. ^ 

" There vtere yet sons and daughters born to 
David." — He had fifteen sons : six bom in Hebron, 
and nine in Jerusalem, besides which were those born 
of his concubines. One daughter only is named in 
the sacred narrative, Tamar ; the names of daughters 
were not entered in the national records* 
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<< Valley of Rephaim."— Valley of the giants. 
The Philistines came up against Israel. 

"David inquired op the Lord." — Unlike his 
predecessor, David in his enterprises sought Divine 
guidance and aid ; sodid he succeed and conquer his foes. 

"They left their images." — Probably the small 
tutelary gods which the soldiers brought as protectors 
to the battle-field. 

"David and his men burned them." — Took 
them away. 

" Mulberry-trees." — From the grove of weeping, 
as the word is rendered in the Septuagint. It is pro- 
bable that these trees were poplars or willows, which 
are common in Palestine. 

questions. 

26. Who are meant by the elders of Israel 

26. Explain the foUowing : 

*' Thou Shalt feed My people." 

«< Thou shalt be a captain oyer Israel. 

** David made a league with them." 

27. How old was David when he began to reign ? How long did 
he reign in Hebron ? How long did he reign over aU Israel and 
Jndah? 

28. Who were the Jebnsites ? Where are they first mentioned ? 

29. What name was given by David to Monnt Zion ? 

so. Describe the situation of the following : Tyre, Baal-perazim, 
Oeba, Gazer. 

BBFERENCES. 

Verse 8.—" The elders of Israel came to the king." 1 Ohron. xi 8. 

Verse 6.—" The Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land." Josh, 
^y. 68. 

Ferae?.— "The dty of David." 1 Kings viii. 1. 

Verse 11.—*' Hiram, king of Tyre," etc. 1 Chron. xiv. 1. 

Verse 14.—" These be the names," etc. 1 Chron. iii. 6. 

Verae 18.—" The Philistines spread themselves in the valloy of 
^ephaim." 1 Chron. zi 11. 

Verse 25.-*" David smote the FbiUstines." 1 Chron. xiv. 16. 



CHAPTER VL 

B.O. 1042. 

" David arosb and went with all thb pboplb." 
T— payid gathered together thirty thousand meny and 

2 
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went to Earjath-jearim, to brmg up the ark of the 
Lord to Jerusalem. • 

"That dwelleth between the CHERUBiMa" — 
The Cherubim had their faces towards each other, 
covering the Mercy-seat ; Josephus says that they 
were extraordinary creatures, of a figure unknown to 
mankind. Between them was the Shechinah, the 
visible token of the presence of God ; hence God is 
said to dwell between the Gherubims. 

" They set the ark of God upon a new cart." 
— ^Made to ride. In the Law. it was directed to be 
carried on the shoulders of the Eohathites. 

" The house of Abinadab." — The ark remained 
in the house of Abinadab for many years, and he 
sanctified his son Eleazar to keep it. 

"Instruments made of fir- wood." — According 
to the Septuagint, with all their might and with songs. 

"Psalteries." — Stringed instruments, hoUew to- 
wards the top, and played on towards the bottom. 

" The oxen shook it." — ^Then Uzzah, one of the 
sons of Abinadab, who had charge of the ark, put 
forth his hand to steady it; he was immediately 
smitten with death, as he had transgressed the Divine 
command, "they shall not touch any holy thing.'' 

" David was afraid of the Lord that day." — 
He then ordered the arls: to be placed in the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite, a Levite of the family of 
Kohath ; some suppose he was called a Gittite because 
he lived' at Gath. 

"The Lord blessed Obed-edom." — Evidently 
with some outward token of Divine favour, which was 
perpetuated to his children. 

"David went and brought up the ark of 
God." — After the lapse of three months, David hear- 
ing of the prosperity of Obed-edom's house, he renewed 
his attempt to bring up the ark to Jerusalem : he then 
followed the reqairen^ents of the Law, and it wa^ 
borne by the Levites, 
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"David danced beforb the Lord."— It is pro- 
bable that this dancing was accompanied by a sacred 
song or festive music. 

TOEY BROUGHT IN THE ARK OF THE LoRD. — ^The 

sixty^ighth Psaliii is supposed to have been composed 
for this occasion. 

" The tabernacle that David had pitched for 
IT." — ^The old tabernacle, made in the wilderness, 
with the altar and all the sacred utensils, was still at 
Gibeon. We are not told why David erected a new 
tabernacle instead of removing the former. 

"A QQop piece of flesh."— Enough to furnish 
every person with a hearty meal. 

" A FLAGON OF WINE."— The word wine is not in 
the original The word rendered flagon signifies a 
kind of cake. The Septuagint reads pancake. 

" How GLORIOUS WAS THE KING OF ISRAEL." — 

Michal thought that David, in divesting himself of 
his royal robes, and only wearing his dress of linen 
and an ephod, had acted a part unbecoming his dignity 
as king of Israel. 

" It was before the Lord." — In reverence of the 
Divine presence accompanying the ark. 

QUESTIONS. 
81. What town is here called Baalevf Juddh t 
80. Wh4t express oommand was disregarded by Uszah, and what 
was the result ? 
88. Who was Obed-edom, and what occurred to him^ 

84. What Psalm was probably composed ba the ooeasion of 
David bormgiag up the ark to Jerusalem ? 

85. Compare tnis account of bringing up the ark with that re- 
corded in tne Book of Chrotddes. 

86. What offerings were made by David npon this occasion f 

< ' BUBBBNGSS. ' 

V€rM'%rTf*TbBi dweUeth between the ohenibims." Psahn 
x^cix. 1. 

Verte 4.^**-The honse of Abinadab.** 1 Bam. TiL 1. 

Verse 6.—" Nachon's threshing-floor." 1 Chron. ziiL 9. 

FerM 6.V Put forth his hfmd." Nmnb. It. 15. 

Verse 11.—" Obed-edom the Gittite." 1 Chron. Xiii. 14. 
' Verse 16.—** The ark of the Lord came into the city.". 1 Chron. 
Vf* 29. ' 

Verse 21.—*' Which chose me before thy father." 1 Snm. xV. 28. 

2— li. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Ra 1042. 

''The kiko sat in his house."— David's kingdom 
was now at peace, and he enjoyed a season of tran- 
quillity and repose. 

" The ark op God dwelleth within cubtains.* 
That IB, in a movable tent^ unsettled. 

" Go, do all that is in thins hsabt."— David 
desired to build a temple for the worship of Jehovah, 
and consulted Nathan the prophet, who encouraged 
him to proceed with the work. 

" The word of the Lord gahe unto Nathan." 
— ^The prophet had neglected to consult the Divine 
oracle, therefore, during the visions of the night, he 
was commanded to make known to David the will of 
God concerning his work, which was to relinquish the 
design. 

« The tribes of Israel.**— The Judges of Israel 

" So SHALT thou SAY UNTO My SERVANT DaYID.** 

— Great and precious promises were sent to David by 
the mouth of Nathan the prophet 

" That He will make thee an house.'' — ^The 
word house here seems to mean a family, or a regidar 
succession of hereditary monarchs. 

''Thy throne shall be established for ever." 
— Shall be of long duration. This promise is also 
prophetic of the establishment of the kingdom of 
Christ, the Son of David, which shall endure for ever. 

" Sat before the Lord." — Sitting on the heels is 
still a posture of reverence in the East. 

" And is this the manner of man, Lord V* — 
And this the law of the man. This has been regarded 
by some expositors as an allusion to the Divine plan 
respecting the Messiah. 

"What one nation in the earth is like Thy 
people V* — ^Israel was a chosen generation, redeemed 
by the mighty power of God, and brought into the 
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Promised Land, which was given to them as an in- 
heritance. 

" Lord God, Thou art that God."— Thou art 
the only God. This prayer of David shows an im- 
plicit dependence on tne promises and faithfulness of 
God. 

questions. 

87. Is this the first mention of Nathan the prophet ? What does 
the name signify ? 

88. Why was not David permitted to build the Temple ? 

89. '* X took thee from the sheepoote." In what other passage 
is reference made to David's early occupation as a shepherd ? 

40. Repeat the promises made in this chapter to David, and show 
how they were fnlnlled. 

41. Wbai reference, in David's prayer is made to the former his- 
tory of Israel ? 

42. What spirit does he manifest in his prayer ? 

REFERENCES. 

Verse 1,—** The king sat in his house." 1 Chron. xvii. 1. 

Verse 8. — ** All that is in thine heart." Acts viL 46. 

Verse 6.—" A tabernacle." Ezod. zL 84. 

Veree 7.—" To feed My people." Ezek. xxxiv. 28. 

Verse 8.—'* I took thee from the sheepcote." 1 Sam. zvi. 11, 12. 

Verse 9.—" I was wiUi thee." 1 Sam. zviii. 14. 

Verse 11. — ** The time that I commanded judges." Judg. ii. 16. 

Verse 12.—*' Shalt sleep with thy fathers." Acts xiii. 86. 

Verse 12.—" I wiU establish his kincdom." Acts ii. 80. 

Verse 22.—'* Thou art great, Lord God." Psalm Izzzvi 10. 

Verse 28.—*' What one nation," etc. Deut. iv. 7. 

Verse 28.—** Thy words be true." John xvii 17. 



CHAPTER VHL 
B.C. 1040. 

'< David took METHEG-AMMAH.''~The bridle of the 
metropolis. A proverbial expression, meaning Qath 
and her towns. 

"Measured them with a line.''— David next 
defeated the Moabites, and, according to an Oriental 
custom, caused all his captives to lie down, and in- 
stead of destroying the whole, as the Law authorised, 
marked off a certain proportion to be spared. 

"To recover his border."— To establish his 
frontier. 
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<' Seven hundred HORSEMEN;''-^eTen thonsa&d 
is probably the correct reading, according to the 
parallel passage in Chronicles. The Hebrew characters 
for these two numbers are so muchalikey that the one 
might easily be mistaken for the other. 

<'The chariot horses." — ^The neighbouring nations 
were strong in cavalry, while the Hebrews, according 
to the intentions of their lawgiver, were without 
horses. 

" David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus." 
— ^The Syrians having marched to succour Hadadezer, 
were defeated, and David placed gaixisons in that 
part of Syria which lay near Libanus, of which Da- 
mascus was the metropolis. By thus securing the 
conquest of this territory, the Israelites were now in 
possession of the Promised Land to its full extent. 

'< The shields of gold." — Such shields are often 
mentioned in ancient history. 

"Exceeding much brass."— Josephus says that 
this brass was of most excellent quality, surpassing in 
value gold itself. 

BeTURNED from smiting the STRIAN& — ^In his 
march he encountered the Edomites, who appear to 
have been allied with the Syrians. The neighbouring 
hostile states, alarmed by David's increasing power, 
formed a great confederacy against him : the Syrians 
attacking him on the north, whilst a body of allies 
attempted a diversion through £dom and the Valley 
of Salt on the south. 

" He put GARRISONS IN Edom." — ^These wars re- 
sulted in the subjugation of the Edomites, who oon- 
tinned tributary to the kings of Judah till the time 
of Jehoram. 

"David reigned over all Israel." — ^His do- 
minions now extended from Egypt to the Euphrates. 

Jehoshaphat, the SON OF Ahilud, was the 
RECORDER. — Bemembrancer or writer of chronicles. 
The recorder kept the chronicles of events and of the 



TBE SfiCONB BOOK OF SAMUEL. 23 

S government. Althoagh tbeee records were probably 
oat) yet the sacred historians may have been indebted 
to them for materials. 

ZaDOK and AhIMELECH, the SON OP Abiathar. — 
These names are evidently transposed ; we must read 
Abiathar^ the son of Ahimeleck This is the first 
occasion on which Zadok is mentioned as high-priest; it 
is probable that he was appointed to that office when 
the family of Ahimelech was slain, and Abiathar alone 
escaped. Throughout the reign of David, Zadok and 
Abiathar are both mentioned as bearing the character 
of high-priest : it appears that they must have shared 
that office. 

Seraiah the scribe. — The secretary. He was 
probably engaged in the correspondence and daily 
business of the government. 

Cherethites and Pelethites. — ^These were origin- 
ally the Philistines of Gath. They were famous under 
the reign of David as the most valiant men of his 
army, and the guards of his person. It is thought 
by some expositors that they denote headsmen and 
conaiers. It is likely that they were foreign merce- 
naries or hired troops. 

QUESTIONS. 

48. Explain the word 2ifetheg*ammah, 

44. 'WhaX conquests of David are recorded in this chapter ? 

45. Where did he place garrisons ? 

46. Who were the Moabites, Edomites, Syrians ? 

47. Sind other records of Abiathar and JZadok. 

48. What was the extent of David's dominions at this period ? 

BBTBBXNCBS. 

Vene 1.—" David took Metheg^anmudi." 1 Chron. xviii 1. 
Verse 8.—" The king of Zobah." 1 Chron. xviii. 8. 
Veree 9.—" Toi, king of Hamath." 1 Chron. xviii. 10. 
Veree 11.—" David did dedicate onto the Lord." 1 Kings vii 51. 
Veree 16.—** Joab — over the host." 1 Chron. xi. 6. 
Verae 16.—" Jehoshaphat, recorder." 1 Kings iv. 8. 
Verse 17. — " Zadok and Abiathar, priests." 1 Chron. xxiv. 8. 
Verae 18.—" Beuaioh, the son ox Jehoiada," etc. 1 GhroxL 
SviiL17. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
B.C. 1040. 

" Is THEKE YET ANY THAT IS LEFT OF THE HOUSE OF 

Saul?" — David now remembers his pledge to his 
friend Jonathan, and shows himself willing to fulfil it. 

" Jonathan hath yet a son/* — ^This was Mephi- 
boshetb, who had been lamed in both his feet by fall- 
ing from the nurse's arms, when she fled with him 
from Jezreel on hearing of the death of Saul and 
Jonathan. 

"Then king David sent and fetched him." — 
Mephibosheth was living in the house of Machir, the 
son of Ammiel, in Lodebar. 

" Behold thy servant !'* — He came with fear, for 
he knew nothing of the covenant between king David 
and his father ; but David said : '^ Fear not, for I will 
iediow thee kindness, for Jonathan thy father's sake, 
and win restore thee all the land of Saul thy father." 

"Thou shalt eat bread at my table." — The 
right to a seat at the royal table on public and cere- 
monious occasions. 

"Then the king called to Ziba." — Having 
restored to Mephibosheth the property of Saul, he 
placed him under the care of Ziba, who had been a 
servant of Saul, commanding him to take charge of 
the lands and provide for the wants of his late master's 
son, who now dwelt at Jerusalem. 

"May have food to eat." — A provision for his 
household, suitable to the rank and dignity of one who 
attended at public times at court. 

QUESTIONS. 

49. Why did Dayid desire to show kindness to Mephibosheth f 

60. Who was Ziba f 

61. Describe the situation of Lodebar. What does the name 
Irignify? 

62. Bt what other name is Mephibosheth called f 

63. Was Ziba faithful to Mephibosheth? 

64. What was the name of Mephibosheth's ton ? Is he agBia 
mentioned in the sacred nairatiye f 
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BBVBBBN0E8. 

Verse l.~" For Jonathan's sake." 1 Sam. xx. 16, 16. 

Verde 6.—*' Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan." 1 Chron. TiiL 84 



CHAPTER X. 

' B.O. 1037— -1038. 

" The king of the children of Ammon died/*— 
This was Naliash, who had treated David with special 
kindness. 

" And David sent to comfort him."— David sent 
his servants with a message of condolence to Hanun, 
who succeeded his father ; but the Ammonite princes 
persuaded their new king that these ambassadors had 
oeen sent as spies. 

" Shaved off the one half of their beards." — 
The Orientals have always attached great importance 
to the beard, and deem it a mark of extreme disgrace 
to be deprived of it. 

" Tarry at Jericho."— The city of Jericho was 
not yet rebuilt ; it must merely allude to the neigh- 
bourhood of that city. 

The children of Ammon sent and hired the 
Syrians. — ^This is the first certain example on record 
of mercenary warfare. 

"The Syrians of Beth-rehob."— Hanun hired 
20,000 infantry from Beth-rehob and Zoba, two Syrian 
states ; 1000 men from the king of Maacah, whose 
territory lay immediately north of Palestine; and 
12,000 men from Ishtob, a small territory east of the 
Jordan. 

" At the entering in of the gate." — Of the city 
Medeba, which stood upon the borders of the Am- 
monites, and was in their possession. 

" Put them in array."— A large army having been 
despatched under Joab, he sets them in battle array ; 
he sent his brother Abishai against the Ammonite 
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division of the enemy, while he himself fell upon the 
Syrian allies. 

"Be of good courage." — Joab addresses his 
soldiers in the language of a true Hebrew warrior ; he 
reminds them that they fight for their country and 
their God. The Israelites came off victorious, and 
returned to Jerusalem. 

"Hadarezer sent and brought out the 
Syruns." — This is the same king of Syria orer whom 
David had before gained a great victory, where the 
name is spelt Hadadezer. 

" Beyond the river.'*— The Euphrates. 

"They came to Helam."— They came up with 
their army. We have no notice in Scripture of Helam 
as the name of a place, except it is so understood in 
this passage.' 

" He gath?:red all Israel together." — ^David 
went in person to oppose the Syrian king, and crossing 
the Jordan, came up with the enemy. .The Sytians 
were completely subdued, with the loss of 20,000 
horsemen, and Shobach, ihe captain of their host. 

" They made peace with Israel," — The Syrians 
were then made tributary to David. 

QUESTIONS. 

65. What was the occasion of the war with the Ajxu&onites f 

56. Where was the territory of the Ammonites ? 

57. Repeat the address of Joab to his army. 
68. Who were the allies of the Ammonites ? 

59. Which of those allies invaded Israel the following year, and 
what was the restdt of that invasion ? 

60. Compare the account of iida victory with the record in 
Chronicles, and account for the discrepancy. 

BEVEBENCES. 

Verse 1,—** The king of the children of Anunon died." 1 Chron. 
3dx. 1. 

Verse 12. — " Be of good conrage." Josh. i. 9. 

Verse 18.^** The Syrians fled before Israel" 1 Chron. ziz. 18. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

B.a 1035. 

" After the Year was expired. "—After the lapse 
of twelve monthB. 

" At the time when kings oo forth to battle.'' 
— There appears to have been a particular time of 
year to which military operations were limited; 
according to Josepbus it was in the spring. 

'' Besieged Babbah.''-^— Joab was sent to complete 
the subjugation of the Ammonites, 'and began by 
besieging Babbah, their chief city. 

David tarried at Jerusalem. — David was now 
at the height of his glory, and it was probably self- 
indulgence that prevented him from going forth with 
his armies. 

" David arose."— In Oriental climates the early 
morniDg hours are most favourable for exertion, hence 
the custom of. rising early and taking repose during 
the heat of the day. 

" David sent and inquired aitbr the woman." 
— He was now tempted to commit the great sin of his 
life, the remembrance of which embittered the re- 
mainder of bis days ; from this time the life of David 
is clouded with sorrow. He had seen Bathsheba, the 
wife of tJriah, and, becoming enamoured of her beauty, 
invited her to his palace. He then sent for Uriah 
from the field of battle. 

David demanded how Joab did.— Of the peace 
of Joab and of the peace of the people. 

" David wrote a letter to Joab."— The guilty 
monarch determined on compassing the death of the 
gallant soldier ; he despatched him with a letter to 
Joab which contained the sentence of death. ** Set ye 
Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire 
ye from him, that he may be smitten and die." 

"He assigned Uriah unto a place." — Joab 
wickedly abetted the king's design by taking advantage 
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of the valour of Uriali and assigning him a post of 
extreme danger ; he fell, and Joab immediately sent a 
messenger with the tidings to David. 

"When the mourning was past."— When the 
usual time of mourning was over, David sent and took 
Bathsheba to be his wife. *' But the thing that David 
had done displeased the Lord." 

questions. 

61. "What city was besieged by Joab ? 

62. Where was the city of Baobab ? 

63. Whose daughter was Bathsheba? 

64. Was Uriah an Israelite f 

65. What message was sent by Joab to the king f 

66. In what year was the siege of Babbah ? 

BEVEBENCES. 

Verse 1.—" Besieged Babbah." 1 Ghron. xx. 

Verse 21.—" Who smote Abimelech," etc. Jndg. ix. 53. 



CHAPTEE XII. 

B.C. 1034 — 1033. 

"The Lobj> sent Nathan to David." — The 
prophet Nathan was sent to reprove David for his 
sin, which he does by parable. 

The Pabable. — " There were two men in one city ; 
the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had 
exceeding many flocks and herds ; but the poor man 
had nothing, «ave one little ewe lamb, which he had 
bought and nourished up : and it grew together with 
him, and with his children ; it did eat of his own 
meat and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a 
traveller unto the rich man, and he did not take of 
his own flock and of his own herd, but took the poor 
man's lamb and dressed it for the man that was come 
to him." 

"David's anger was greatly kindled."— He 
became indignant at the injustice of the rich and cruel 
man* 
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<< The man that hath done this thing shall 
SURELY DIE.'' — Is worthy to diesis a son of death. 

'* Thou art the man/' — The king was astounded 
with the reply of Nathan. 

'< The sword shall never depart from thine 
house"— This was literally fulfilled ; during his life- 
time two of his sons were slain, and Adonijah soon 
after his death. 

"I WILL RAISE UP EVIL AGAINST THEE"— The 

word here translated evil signifies affliction, misfor- 
tune. 

*< I HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LoRD."— The trans- 
gression of one hour of idleness filled him with re- 
morse and embittered the after-part of his life. His 
deep sorrow and true repentance on this occasion are 
touchingly expressed in the fifty-first Psalm. 

The Lord hath put away thy sin."*— A figurative 
expression to denote the forgiveness of that sin ; that 
it IS covered, no longer imputed to the sinner. 

David besought the Lord for the child. — 
This excessive mourning did not so much proceed from 
the fear of losing the child, as from a deep sense of 
sin, and of God's displeasure manifested in the child's 
Bicknes&. The child died seven days after. 

« Called his name Jedidiah."— The name Solo- 
mon was probably given him because his father re- 
garded his birth as an assurance that he was once 
more at peace with God. 

**The city of waters."— Kabbah was the me- 
tropolis of the Ammonites, and its name in Hebrew 
denotes grandeur and increase; this city was well 
watered by the river Jabbok, which is probably the 
reason that it is here called the city of waters. 

<<Bb called after ifY NAME"— My name ba 
called upon it The circumstance of changing the 
name of a city on any particular occasion frequently 
occurs in ancient history. 

The king's crown.— It has been supposed that 
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this crown was not "worn npon the head, bat was sus- 
pended over it, or attached to the top of the throna 

<( PxjT THEM UNDER SAWS." — Put the Ammonites, 
as slaves, to the severest labours. The subjugation ci 
the Ammonites was now completed. 

'questions. 

67. "Who was sent to reprove David? 

68. Bepeat the parable of Nathan. 

69. " The sword shall never depart from thine bouse." How was 
this prophecy fulfilled ? 

70. Explam the meaning of the names Solomon^ Jedididh. 

71. Why is Rabbah here called " the city of waters " f 

72. Describe the crown taken from tbe conquered Ung. . 

BEFEBENCES. 

Verae 6. — ^"He shall restore the lamb fourfold." Exod. xxiL 1. 
Verse 10.—" The sword shall never depart from thine house." 
2 Sam. xili. 28.; 2 Sam. xviiL 14 ; 1 Kings ii 25. 

Verse 13. — " The Lord also hath put away thy sin." Bom. iv. 7. 
Verse 14. — ** Then hast given," etc. Bom. ii. 24. 
Verae 28. — ** He shall not return to me." Job vii 10. 
Verae 26. — " Joab fought against Babbah." 1, Chron. xx. 1. 
Verse 30. — " The king's crown." 1 Chron. xx. ii. 



CHAPTER XIIL 
B.O. 1032—1030. 

" Absalom the son of David had a fair siSTEB.^'i— 
Absalom was the second son of David; his sister's 
name was Tamar, their mother being Maarah^ 
daughter of the king of Geshur. 

" Amnon the son of David." — He was the eldest 
son of David, bom of Ahinpam, his second wife. He 
grievously wronged Tamar, the sister of Absalom. 

'' Ahnon had a friend." — This was Jonadab, the 
son of Shimeah, one of David's brothers. 

*' A garment of divers coloubs."— These parti- 
coloured garments were esteemed honourable ; kings* 
daughters were thus arrayed. 

" Tamar put ashes on her head." — TTiis was an 
outward sign of deep grief amoog the Hebrews. 



the second book of samuel. 31 

When kino David heard all these things he 

WAS VERY wroth. — The Septuagint adds the words : 
But he would not grieve the soul of Amnon his son, 
hQcause he was his firstborn. 

Absalom . SPAKE— neither good nor bad. — ^A 
silence .indicating deadly hatred and revenge. For 
two years he remained estranged from his brother 
Amnon. 

" Absalom invited all the king's sons."— Sheep- 
shearing was a time of great festivity. It was during 
this festival that Absalom put his wicked design into 
executioD, andf Amnon was basely murdered. 

"JEVERY IAAN got him UPON HIS mulk" — We do 
not find that mules were used by the Hebrews before 
this time ; they were probably taken by David from 
the armies he had overthrown, lor he might have 
obtained them from Hiram king of Tyre. We find, 
like the ass, they were used by men of the first rank. 

"But Absalom fled."— He could not avail him- 
self of. one of the cities of refuge, for he had committed 
wilful murder ; he therefore fied hastily to Qeshur, 
where he remained for three years. 

" The soul op king David longed to go forth 
UNTO Absalom."— Was consumed. 

questions. 

78. Who was t&e mother of Absalom ? 

74. Which of David's sons was slain by Absalom T 

76. Where is Geshor ? 

76. Why did Absalom select Oeahur as a place of safety? 

SEFEBBNOES. 

Verse 18. — " A garment of divers colonrs." Psalm xlv. 14» 
Verte 87.—" TiOmai, king of Geshur." 2 Sam. iii 8. 



CHAPTER XIV- 

B.0. 1027—1025. 

" The king's bjeart was toward Absalom."— Three 
years had rolled away, and David longed for the 
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retam of Absalom, and Joab devised a plan to work 
upon his paternal feelings. 

" The woman of Tekoah spakr to the king." — 
This parable was framed, like Nathan's, to fit the king's 
own casa " It was ingeniously contrived to satisfy 
David's awakened conscience, to excite his feelings, 
and to afford a public reason for recalling Absalom." 

" Quench my coal." — A metaphorical expression, 
signifying the small, precarious remains of light and 
comfort by which her hopes were to be revived and 
her sorrows assuaged. It is a phrase used by heathen 
writers to denote a man and his posterity. 

•*AS WATER SPILT ON THE GROUND." — Death is 

here compared to water, which, when once poured on 
the ground, can be gathered up no mora 

" Now THEREFORE THAT I AM COME TO SPEAK." — 

The woman's words might be applied either to those 
who threatened her son's life, or to the people at large, 
among whom she professes to see insurrection if 
Absalom were' not recalled, for the whole nation was 
interested in David's conduct towards his son. 

" The king shall now be comfortable." — ^For 
rest. 

<< Go therefore, bring the toung man Absalom 
AGAIN." — David's heart yearned for Absalom, and he 
was willing to think that his oath to the woman 
obliged him to recall him. 

But in all Israel there was none to be so 
MUCH praised for HIS BEAUTY.— And as Absalom 
there was not a beautlAil man in all Israel to praioe 
greatly. 

At the "e ear's end.— At stated times. 

'' He WEIGHED THE HAIR OF HIS. HEAD." — In those 

days it was the custom for men to wear long hair. 
They also anointed it with fragrant oils, and then 
powdered it with dust of gold. 

^<TW0 HUNDRED SHEKELS."— The Weight of the 

shekel at different periods is not exactly Imown. 
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** Unto Absalom there were born three sons." 

— ^These seem to have died young, as their names are 
not mentioned, and Absalom is subsequently described 
as building a monument to perpetuate his name, as he 
had no son. 

"Two PULL YEARS AT JERUSALEM."— Absalom 

continued in disgrace two years after his return to 
Jerusalemi, but was at last received Again into favour. 
" He would not oome to HiM."—The courtiers of 
David evidently avoided the presence of Absalom. 
Joab entered on the work of mediatioUi and the son 
was at length restored to his father. 

QUESTIONS. 

77. How was the return of Absalom procured f 

78. Repeat the parable of the woman of Tekoah. 

79. Describe the situation of Tekoah. 

80. Waa Absalom received into his father's favour immediately 
upon his return ? 

81. Are there any other records of Absalom's children ? 

82. Explain the metaphors in the parable related in this chapter. 

BBFSXUSNCXS. 

Verse 7.—" The whole family is risen against thine handmaid." 
Numb. zzxv. 19, 

Vene 18.—" The people of God." 1 Pet. ii. 10. 
Verse 14. — " We must needs die." Job xxziv. 15. 
Veree 16. — " Both devise means/' etc Josh. xx. 8. 
Verse 80.—" The king kissed Absalom." Luke xv. 2a 



CHAPTER XV. 
B.O. 1424—1423. 

** Absalom preparud him ohariots and horses.''— 
Absalom, fearing his succession might be set aside, 
now prepared for revolt 

"Absalom rose up early." — Early rising is 
customary in the East. The greatest sovereigns rise 
at daybreak, and, after their devotions^ proceed at 
once to public business. 

" Stood beside the way of the gate."— The 
gate is here used to denote tihe place of public as- 

3 
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sembly; justice was there adiQinistered, so that 
labourers, whose duty requured their work, might lose 
no time ; and that country people who had affairs of 
justice might not be compelled to enter the town. 

" After forty years.'' — ^It is supposed that forty 
is a transcriber's error ; Josephus states four years. 

"He arose and went to Hebron." — Having 
seduced the affections of the people, and asking leave 
of absence from his father, under false pretences, 
Absalom set out for Hebron. 

" Absalom sent for Ahithophel."— Absalom ap^ 
pears to have presumed that Ahithophel, lately a most 
intimate friend and counsellor, of David's, would 
espouse his cause. The Jewish writers give us a 
reason for this, that Ahithophel was the grandfather 
of Bathsheba, and had, by David's conduct towards 
Uriah, been alienated from his allegiance to the king. 

" Arise and let us flee." — The king, upon hear- 
ing of his son's rebellion^ immediately fled from his 
capital with a retinue of his most devoted friends and 
servants. 

" The GrmTES, six hundred men which came 
AFTER HIM FROM Gath."— These appear to have been 
Philistines of Gath, who, with their chief Ittai, had 
left their country and joined David, either after his 
accession to the throne or while he lived at Ziklag. 

" Make thee go up." — ^Make thee to wander in 
going. 

"Ittai the Gittite passed over." — ^The Jews 
say that Ittai was the son of Achish king of Gath, 
who came at the head of six hundred men to offer his 
services to David. 

" All the little ones that were with him." — 
It is the practice in the East for persons to carry 
their whole family with them when they go forth to 
war. 

" Carry back the ark of God into the city." 
— ^When David fled from Jerusalem, Zadok and 
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Abiathar, the priests, fcfllowed him with the ark; 
but this the king ordered to be taken back. 

" Art thou not a seer T— A man of wisdom or 
piety. One on whom David could rely for watching 
and reporting the state of things at Jerusalem during 
his absence. 

w Wept as he went up." — Gtoing up and weeping. 

"And had his head covered." — The wrapping 
the head in a cloth or mantle was a prevalent custom 
of mourning among the ancient nations. 

"Ahithophel is among the conspirators." — 
The tidings that his chosen friend and counsellor had 
joined Absalom in his revolt appears to crush the 
heart of David ; but he at once commits his cause to 
God, and the prayer ascends, " t) Lord, I pray Thee, 
turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness." 

"HusHAi the Archite came to meet him." — 
Although David humbles himself in the sight of God, 
he adopts measures for frustrating the designs of his 
enemies. He sent his friend Hushai the Archite to 
give counsel to Absalom in opposition to Ahithophel, 
and to keep him informed, by Ahimaaz and Jonathan, 
of all Absalom's movements. 

QUESTIONS. 

83. How did Absalom seek to win the hearts of the people of 
Israel? 

84. Where was Absalom proclauned king ? 

85. Who was hi^ Qhief counsellor ? 

86. Who were the Gittites ? 

87. Give a short account of Dayid's flight from Jerusalem. 

88. Describe the brook Eidron. 

89.- How did David hope to frustrate the counsel of Ahithophel ? 
9d. Was Zadok the high-priest ? 

BBFEBE50ES. 

{F^rse 6.—" Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel" Bom. 
xvi. 18. 

Verse 12.—" David's counsellor." Psalm xli. 9. 
Verse 124.-*-" Bearing the ark." Deut. xxxi. 9. 
;F>r#0 87.-^'< Hushai« David's friend/' I Chron. izvii. S3. 
i 

3—2 
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CHAPTER XVL 

B.a 1023. 

^'Summer fruits/* — These perhaps consisted of 
water-melonSy cucumbers, or citrons, which would be 
refreshing to the weary fugitive king. 

" A BOTTLE OP WINE."— A skuL of wine. These 
leathern bottles are made of goat's^kins. 

*' The asses be for the king's household." — 
For the king himselfl 

"Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem." — Ziba» 
the servant of Mephibosheth, on being asked for his 
master, falsely represented that he had taken part in 
the revolt. 

''Behold, thine are all that pertained to 
Mephibosheth." — ^David believed the words of Ziba, 
and transferred to him all the property he had lately 
given to Mephibosheth. 

'' I HUMBLY BESEECH THEE."— I do obelsance. 

" A MAN OF THE FAMILY OF THE HOUSE OF SAUL." 

— This was Shimei, who, when David arrived at 
Bahurim, cursed him, and threw stones at the king 
and his followers. 

" Threw stones at him." — Stones were weapons 
with which the Hebrews were accustomed to assail 
each other in their quarrels ; the conduct of Shimei 
was the relic of a very ancient custom. 

" What have I to do with you ?"— Let not the 
sons of Zerniah distress themselves on my behalf. 

^'Let him curse, because the Lord had said 
UNTO HIM, Curse David." — Shimei's accusation was 
false, but David was deeply conscious that in other 
matters he had sinned against Qod ; he therefore 
meekly bows his head, and took the cursing as a 
chastisement from Grod. 

*^ And cast dust." — ^In the East those who accuse 
a criminal, or demand justice i^ainst him, throw dust 
upon him. This act of Shimei towards the king was 
a mark of indignation and contempt 
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«* Give counsel among you what we shall do." 

—The counsel that Ahithophel urged upon Absalom 
was such as to show that his position with David was 
irreconcilable ; it was also a fulfilment of the prophecy 
of Nathan. 

QUESTIONS. 

91. By whom was David met when he had passed the top of 
OUvet ? 

92. What accnsation was brought by Ziba against Mephibosheth f 
98. Who was SbJinei, and how did he act towards David ? 

94. Why did not David allow Abishai to avenge the insult ? 

BEnSRENOES. 

Verse 5.—*' Shimei, the son of Gera." 1 Kings ii. 8. 
Veree 9.^" Curse my lord the king." Exod. xxii. 28. 
Verse IS.^** The Lord will look on mine afiOiction." Psalm 
XXV. la 

CHAPTER XVII. 
B.a 1023. 

" Let me now choose out twelve thousand men." 

. — Ahithophel advised Absalom to raise an anny, and 
Buffer him to take the command, and pursue David, 
while his men were weary and weak-handed. 

" The saying pleased Absalom."— Was right in 
the eyes of Absalom. 

" The counsel that Ahithophel hath given is 
NOT GOOD." — The pursuit after David was overruled 
by the advice of Hushai. 

" A BEAR robbed OP HER WHELPS."— A symbol of 
infuriated rage, and bold excitement and despair. 
Hushai represents the men of David as thus roused 
and chafed in spirit. 

" The heart of a lion."— The symbol of boldness 
and courage. 

"Light upon him as the dew."— In Palestine 
the dew falls fast, suddenly, and heavily, and so 
universally, that not even a blade of grass escapes. 

" Bring ropes to that city."— This appears to 
be an exaggerated reference to a mode actually 
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adopted in the siege of towns. Hooks or cranes were 
thrown upon the walls or battlements, with which, 
by means of attached ropes, they were sometimes 
pulled down piecemeal into the: surrounding trench. 

" Better than the counsel of Ahithophel." — 
Hushai's advice had more effect upon the leaders of the 
conspiracy than the really wise coutisel of AhithopheL 

" Had a well in his court." — ^A cistern. This 
may have been for the preservation of rain-water, 
which happened to be then exhausted, as there were 
few springs in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. 
These cisterns, in general, had steps, for the purpose 
of going down and dipping up the water when it was 
near the bottom, and they were often when dry used 
as places of concealment. 

" Ground corn./* — Pounded grain. Josephus says, 
she spread flakes of wool on the cloth. 

"When Ahithophel saw that his counsel 
WAS not followed." — He could not brook the idea 
of another's counsel being preferred to his own ; h« 
could also foresee that Hushai's advice would end in 
the defeat and overthrow of Absalom; he theii re- 
tired to Giloh, where he hanged himself. 

"Abigail the daughter of Nahash." — The 
daughter of Jesse the Bethl^hemite. 

** David was come to Mahanaim." — He here met 
with more noble and generous treatment from Shobi 
the son of Nahash of Kabbah, Machir the son of 
Ammiel of Lodebar, and Bsgrzillai the Gileadite of 
Bogelim, who brought provisions for himself and his 
forces. 

"Brought beds." — These were mats of dried 
skins, such as form the beds of travellers in Syria. 

" Basins." — Oups or wooden bowls, such as the 
Arabs still use. 

" Earthen vessels." — ^Vessels of the potter, used 
for cooling and refreshing the water in the hotter 
seasons of the year. 
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''Cheese of kine." — Cheese was more usually 
made from tlie milk of goats and sheep. 

QUESTIONS. 

96. "What adyke was given by Ahithophel to Absalom ? 

96. Did he foUow that counsel ? 

97. Explain the metaphors in the speech of Hnshaa the Arohite. 

98. How were Jonathan and Ahimaay. conoealed from the soldiers 
of Absalom ? 

99. What was the end of Ahithophel ? 

100. Who Wire ShoU, Madnr, and Barzillai? Are there any 
other records concerning them ? 

101. Whose sisters were Abigail and Zerniah ? 

102. By what name is the father of David here called ? 

BBFBABNOBB. 

Verse 2.^" I will come upon him while he is weary." Deut. 

XXT. 18. 

Veru 28. — ** Hanged himself." Matth. xxvii. 6. 

Verse 26.—" Abigail the daughter of Nahash." 1 Chron. ii 16. 

Verse 27.—" Shobi the son of Nahash of Babbah." Chap, zii 29. 
- Verse 27.-—^ Machir of Lodebar." Ohap. ix. 4. 

FerM 27.— " Bareiilai the Gileadite." I£ingsii7. 



CHAPTER XVni. 

r 

B.C. 1023. 

"David numbered the people that were with 
HIM." — ^David, having been refreshed at Mahanaim, 
numbered his followers, and sent them forth in three 
bands against Absalom and his army. He appointed 
Joab, Abishai, and Ittai the Gittite to command the 
three divisions. 

" I WILL surely go forth WITH YOU MYSELF." — 

Bat the people would not allow David to go with the 
army, they said : " But now thou art worth ten 
thousaiid of us : therefore now it is better that thou 
succour us out of the city." 

"The wood of Ephraim."— This wood was on 
the east of the Jordan, near Mahanaim. It was so 
called from the slaughter of the Ephraimites in this 
place by Jephtha. Others think because the Ephraim- 
ites had pasture-grounds there. 
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"The WOOD devoured more people that day 
THAN the sword DEVOURED." — Josephus explains 
this by observing that more of Absalom's army fell in 
the pursuit through the forest than on the battle-field. 
It is probable that the wood was full of pits and 
quagmires, and the soldiers falling into these swamps, 
or by getting entangled among the trees or bushes, 
were hewn down by David's men, 

" And the mule went under the thick boughs 
OP A GREAT OAK." — Some think that Absalom hung 
by his hair, but it is more likely that his head and 
neck were wedged between the boughs by the rapid 
flight of the mule, and that he was unable to disen- 
tangle himself. He must have worn his helmet when 
he went to battle, therefore his hair could not be 
entangled in the boughs. 

"In our hearing the king charged thee." — 
How different was the father's conduct to that af the 
rebellious son I While Absalom sought the life of 
David, David would have Absalom spared. 

" And laid a very great heap op stones upon 
Hm." — ^Absalom was cast into a pit in the wood, and a 
heap of stones was raised over his grave, as a memorial 
of the battle, and of the place in which he was buried. 

" Absalom's place."— Absalom's hand. Josephus 
says that the pillar was of marble, and was two fur- 
longs from Jerusalem 

" The king's dale."— This is supposed to be the 
same as the Valley of Jehoshaphat 

"David sat between the two gates." — ^The 
entrance to the walled town of Mahanaim was through 
a gateway, closed by two gates, the one outward, 
facing the suburbs, the other facing the town. They 
may have been opposite to each other. In the gate- 
way, between the two gates, David sat It was, in 
fact, his headquarters. 

" If he be alone."— His coming alone indicated 
that he was simply a messenger or courier* 
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"The CHAMBER OVER THE GATE,"— A private 
room, perhaps fitted up as a summer parlour. 

"And WEPT." — David was deeply grieved, and 
cried out, '^0 my son Absalom I my son, my son 
Absalom I would Gk>d I bad died for thee, Absalom, 
my son, my son !'' 

QX7ESTI0NS. 

108. How did Da^id arrange his forces ? 

104. What charge did he nve concerning Absalom f 

105. " The wood of Ephnum." Where was this battle-field ? 

106. How was Absalom slain ? 

107. Where was Absalom's pillar ? and by whom and for what 
l^nrpose was it reared ? 

108. How were the tidings of his son's death carried to David ? 

BSraBBNOES. 

fer$e 6.— <* The wood Ephraim." Josh. xtIL 1& 
Verte 6.—** The king's dale." Gen. ziy. 17. 



CHAPTER XIX. 
B.O. 1023. 

" Victory that day."— Salvation that day. 

" Then the kino arose and sat in the gate." — 
Besnmed bis imblic duties. The remonstrance of 
Joab and the discontent of the people aroused the 
king from his grief. 

<< Speak ye not a word.''— Are ye silent 7 

''Say ye to Amasa.''— Amasa was the king's 
nephew, and had been general of Absalom's forces, 
and was therefore the leader of a numerous party, 
and David desired to win him over. 

"He bowed the heart."— The Jewish writers 
refer this to Amasa, not to David : that is, David, 
having won over Amasa, the latter employed all his 
influenc'e in bringing the people back to their alle- 
giance. 

And Shimei hasted and game down. — Among 
those who assembled at Gilgal to attend the king 
over the Jordan, and welcome his return, was Shimei, 
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with a thousand men. He now prayed for for^veness 
from David whom he had cursed at Bahunm. 

'* A FEKRY-BOAT." — ^Wers Berviceable in bringing. 
Such is the reading of the Septuagint. Josephus, and 
some of the ancient translators, understand that they 
crossed the river with a ferry-boat. Jerome supposes 
that Ziba and his servants forded it before the king, 
and pointed out the proper place. 

" Shall kot Shimei be put to death ?" — ^In spite 
of the remonstrance of Abishai, he was freely par- 
doned by the king. 

" When he was come to Jerusalem." — It is suj)- 
posed that Mepliibosheth though he went to meet 
the king, wanted either courage or fit opportunity to 
speak until he came to Jerusalem. 

"Thou and Ziba divide the land.**— When 
David discovered the deception of Ziba, and the 
steadfast loyalty of Mephibosheth, he restored to him 
a half of the possessions. 

" How long have I to live ?" — ^How many days 
are the years of my life ? David desired to reward 
Barzillai's kindness by offering him a residence in his 
palace at Jerusalem ; but on account of his great age 
and infirmity he refused the offer for himself. 

"Singino men and singing women." — It seems 
that David had made music to form one of the enjoy- 
ments of his court, and had probably in the royal 
household a collected body of vocal and instrumental 
performers. . 

"Behold thy servant Chinham:*' — My son 
OhinhanL — Barzillai desired the honour transferred 
to his son. We find David specially recommending 
him and his brothers to Solomon's regard just before 
his death. 

« Why did ye despise us ?"— Set us at light. 

" The words of the men of Judah were fiercer 

THAN THE WORDS OF THE MEN OF ISRAEL."— The ten 

tribes were the first to recall the king, and they appeal 
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to be offended ivhen Judah claimed the honour of 
bringing him back. It was this feeling that subsequently 
led to the division of the nation into two kingdoms. 

QUESTIONS. 

109. " Then the king arose and sat in the gate." Explain this. 

110. How did David act towards Amasa? 

111. " There went over a ferry-boat to oarr^ the king's household." 
What opinions are held with regard to the kmg's thus crossing the 
river? 

112. Who came down from Jerusalem to meet David? 

118. What reward was offered by the king to Barzillai, and was 
that offer accepted ? 

114. Why were the men of Israel and the men of Judah opposed 
to each othiBr ? 

BEFEBBNOEB. 

Verae 16.—" Shimd the son of Gera."— 1 Kings ii. 8. 
Vene 21.—" Cursed the Lord's anointed." Exod. xxii. 28. 
Verse 85. — "Fourscore years old." Psalm xc. 10. 
Fer«« .88.— Chinham shall go over with me." 1 Kings ii. 7* 



CHAPTER XX. 

AC. 1022. 

Shbba, a Bknjamite. — In the heat of the contest 
between the men of Israel and the men of Judah, 
Sheba arose, blew a trumpet^ and counselled the tribes 
to rebel. 

"Every man to his tents, O Israel." — The 
Hebrew watchword of revolt And suddenly the rebel 
bslw himself at the head of all the tribes, except 
Judah. 

"Assemble me the men op Judah."— The king 
ordered Amasa to proceed in three days against 
Sheba, but he was not punctual in his obedience. 

" David said to Abishai."— He appears then to 
have wished that Abishai should take the command 
of the army ; but Joab went with him, and was in 
fact the commander. 

" When they were at the great stone which 
is in Glbeon." — The place of rendezvous appointed 
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by Amasa for the men of Judah ; a hundred furlongs 
from Jerusalem. 

" Joab's GARMENT.'* — ^A military garment. Jose- 
phus says he had a breastplate, begirt with a sword. 

" It FELL OUT." — His sword fell out of the scabbard. 
Perhaps Joab purposely let it fall, that taking it up 
again he might salute Amasa unsuspiciously, with the 
drawn sword in his hand, and the more easily kill 
him. 

" He went through all the tribes op Israel." 
— Sheba marched from tribe to tribe to stir up 
sedition, and they were gathered together and went 
after him. 

** The Berites."— Such as lived in the territory of 
Benjamin, who were of the same tribe with Sheba, 
and were most opposed to David. 

"Oast up a bank."— A trench, from which they 
might either batter the wall or shoot at those who 
defended it. 

•^ Joab battered the wall." — Marred to throw 
down the walL Joab having followed Sheba to Abel 
Beth-maacaJi, besieged him there ; but a wise woman 
within the city advised the people to cut oif the head 
of Sheba and throw it over the wall into the midst of 
Joab's forces. 

" They cut off the head of Sheba."— It is the 
custom in the East when an obnoxious person has 
taken refuge in a fortress, for the inhabitants to con- 
; suit their own safety by sacrificing the offender. 
V "A CITY and a mother in Israel."— Great cities 

are commonly called mothers, as the lesser towns de- 
pending on them are called daughters. This was the 
central city of the district, and was well fortified. 

" Joab returned to Jerusalem."— The rebellion 
raised by Sheba was quelled. 

" Adoram was over the tribute." — ^Probably the 
chief receiver of taxes : according to modem times, 
Chancellor of the Ezcheauer. 
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Jehoshaphat was recorder. — Remembrancer. 

<' Sheva was scribe.'' — The king's secretary. 

"A chief ruler."— a prince or chief. The 
Hebrew word here used signifies any minister, either 
sacred or civil. 

questions. 

115. Who was Sheba, and what did he? 

116. Who was sent to supersede Amasa, and why ? 

117. By whom was Amasa slain ? 

118. How did the revolt of Sheba end ? 

119. Describe the situation of Abel Beth-maachah. 

120. Relate all that you know of Joab,Benaiah, Adoram, Jehosha- 
phat, Sheya, Zadok, Abiathar and L«. 

BEFERENCBS.' 

Vene 19.—" The inheritance of the Lord." Deut. ix. 26. 

Vene 28.—" Joab over all the host of Israel." 2 Sam. viii 16, 18. 

Verse 24.—" Adoram over the tribute." 1 Ein^^s iv. 6. 

Veree 24.- -" Jehoshaphat recorder." 1 Kings iv. 8. 

Veree 25.—" Zadok and Abiathar priests." 1 Eings iv. 4. 



CHAPTER XXL 

B.C. 1021—1018. 

" There was a famine in the days op David." — 

The Jewish doctors commonly say that this famine 
was before the rebellion of Absalom. It oppressed the 
land of Israel for three successlTe years. 

"Because he slew the Gibeonites." — David 
inquired of the Lord, and discovered that it was an 
afiiiction sent on account of Saul's slaughter of the 
Qibeonites in his zeal to the children of Israel and 
Judah. There is no account of this transaction in the 
life of Saul, nor is there any reference to it in any 
other part of Scripture. It has been supposed that 
they were slain with the priests at Nob, where they 
served as hewers of wood and drawers of water to the 
high-priest. 

" Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto 
us." — The Oibeonites, according to Oriental law, ap- 
peared to have a right to make this demand, and 
David was not at liberty to refuse it 
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"Whom thb Lord did choose." — Ohosen of 
Jehovah. These words are wanting in some ancient 
versions, and it seems scarcely probable that the 
Gibeonites, whom Saul had so cruelly wronged, would 
honour him with this title. 

" Michal the daughter op Saul."— This appears 
to be an error of the transcriber for Merah.' Michal 
had no children, neither was she married to Adriel ; 
her husband was j^haltiel. It appears probable that 
Michal had adopted her sister's children. The Jews 
say that the children of Merab were educated, by 
Michal 

" He delivered them into the hands of the 
Gibeonites." — David surrendered to the Gibeonites 
the two sons of Eispah, the wife of Saul, and five 
sons of Merab, Saul's eldest daughter. After their 
execution the famine ceased. 

" The beginning of barley-harvest." — ^The latter 
end of our March.' 

" Water dropped upon them out of heaven." — 
The time of the autumnal rains, which began to fall 
early in October. 

" The street of Bethshan." — ^The square or open 
space near the city gate, above or beside which the 
b(^ieB were fastened to the wall. 

" David waxed faint."— David being now feeble. 

" The sons of the giant." — Called so by way of 
pre-eminence. The Septuagint has Kapha, which 
signifies any giant; it may allude to the Anakims, 
who fled into this country, particularly to Gath, when 
Joshua expelled them from Canaan. 

" The weight of whose spear, "j— This is to be 
understood as the head of the spear, which weighed 
half as much as that of Goliath. 

" Being girded with a new sword;"— The woTd 
sword is not in the Hebrew ; the term may be applied 
to new armour in general, or a new coat of mail; 07 
something that rendered him very formidable. 
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" Then the men of David sware unto himc."— 

Vnto David, who had a narrow escape of his life from 
the hand of Ishbibenob ; but Abishai interposing, slew 
the Philistine, and the Israelites were victorious. 
The whole army then declared that their king should 
no more risk his life in battle. 

" These four."— Of the race of the Eephaiteg of 
Ckkth, fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of 
his servants. 

QUESTIONS. 

121. For how inany years was the land aiSieted with fatnine? 

12d. Who were the Gibeonites ? 

128. Is the record of Saul's slaughter of the Oibeoxiites found in 
the inspired narra^ve ? 

124. Who slew the slant Idibibenob? 

126. V The sons of the giant." Who are thus signified ? 

126. How many of these Rephaites fell by the hand of David and 
by the hand of his servants ? 

REFEXtENCES. 

Verse 2.—" The Gibeonites." Josh. ix. 8, 27. 

Verse 6. — " Whom the Lord did choose." 1 Sam. x. 24. 

Verse 7.—" The Lord's oath/' etc. 1 Sam. xviii. 8. 

Verse 12. — " David went and took," etc. 1 Sam. xxxi. 9 — ^18. 

Verse 17»— " The light of Israel." Psahn cxxxii. 17. 

Verse 18.— <* A batUe with the Philistines." 1 Ohron. xx. ^-^. 



CHAPTER XXIL 

B.a 1018. 

" David spake unto the Lord the words or this 
soNG.'^-^-This is nearly the same as the eighteenth 
Psalm. . The Babbins reckon up seventy-four differ- 
ences between the two copies, most of them very 
minute. It is probable that this poem was composed 
by David in his youth^ and revised in his later days, 
when he sent it to the chief musician. It is one of 
the most regular of the inspired poems, and consists of 
ftv6 parts : part I, verses 2 — i, a short introduction 
of praise to Jehovah ; part ii, verses 5 — 20, a descrip- 
tion of God's pQwer in delivering His servants ; part 
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iily verses 21 — 28, a brief central portion announcing 
the great principles of the Divine government ; part 
iv., verses 29 — 46, the illustration of this in David's 
personal experience ; part v., verses 46 — 51, a short 
summary which is prophetical of the promised Seed, 
the Everlasting King of IsraeL 

" The Lobd is my rock, and my foktress, and 
MY DELIVERER." — ^The royal Psalmist gives thanks for 
the subjugation of his enemies, his peaceful settlement 
on the throne of Israel, the public tranquillity of the 
nation, and the fulfilment of the Divine promises. 

"The horn of my salvation."— The horn is a 
sjrmbol of power. 

"Floods of ungodly MEN."-"Bands of vile and 
worthless men, who rushed down upon him like a 
torrent. 

"The snares of death." — This is an allusion to 
the ancient manner of hunting, forcing the beasts into 
a narrow compass for destruction. 

" He rode upon a cherub."-.— He sent his heavenly 
messengers to execute His pleasure. 

"He drew me out of many waters." — ^Afflic- 
tions, dangers, and sorrows are represented in the 
poetical parts of Scripture by waves, floods, and 
waters. 

He brought me forth into a large place. — 
This niay allude to his escape from SauFs officers 
when he fled to Samuel at Eamah. 

" The cleanness of my hands." — Exterior purity 
is used as a figure to denote holiness of heart. 

" By my God have I leaped over a wall." — 
This probably refers to some act in his military his* 
tory, by which he successfuUy scaled the wall of a 
city. 

" The word of the Lord is tried." — ^This meta- 
phor is taken from the art of proving the precious 
metals, and refining them from dross. 

" He maketh my feet liejs hinds' feet." — ^Au 
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allusion to the remarkable swiftness of that animal, 
also to the peculiar firmness with which it seems to 
tread the ground. 

" A BOW OF STEEL IS BROKEN BY MINE ARMS."— It 

was a test of great strength to bend a bow, how much 
more so to break the bow. 

"Strangers shall submit themselves unto 
ME." — By strangers is probably meant the remains of 
the Canaanitish nations. 

" Therefore will I give thanks unto Thee." — 
David ascribes the glory of all his conquests to Jehovah. 

questions. 

127. Where else is this Psalm of Thankscivinff recorded 7 

128. Enumerate the metaphors contained in this Psalm. 

129. For what special meroies does the royal Psalmist glvo 
thanks? 

180* Explain the foUowinff : 

** He rode upon a cnemb.*' 

'* He drew me ont of many waters." 

** By my God have I leaped over a woU.*' 

•( Strangers shall fade away." 

BEFEREKOSS. 

Verse 2.—" The Lord is my rock." Dent, xxxii. 4. 

Verse 7.—** In my distress I called npon the Lord.*' Fsolm 
oxx. 1. 

Verse 8. — " The earth shook," etc. Jndg. y. 4. 

Verse 16. — " He sent out arrows." I)eut. xxxii. 23. 

Verse 81.-^" As for God, His way is perfect." Dent, xxxii. 4. 

Verse 40. — " Thou hast girded me with strength to battle." 
1 Sam. XTii 45. 

Verse 41.—" Thou hast dlao given me the necks of mine enemies." 
1 Chron. XTiii. 18. 

Verse 46.— " Strangers shaU snbmit themselves nnto me." 

1 Ohron. xix. 19. 

Verse 49.—" Thou hast delivered me from the violent man." 

2 Sam. xxi. 16, 17. 

Verse 50.—" I will give thanks onto Thee, Lord, among the 
heathen." Bom. xv. 9. 



CHAPTER XXIIL 
B.a 1018. 

"TflESB BE THE LAST WORDS 01* !DAVID."— Not 

limply the last that he uttered, bat isome of those 

i 
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that he spoke in his last days, when he felt that the 
ime of his death drew near. 

"The sweet Psalmist of Israel." — ^David was 
the great lyric poet of the Hebrew nation. He was 
pleasant in the songs of IsraeL 

" The Eock of Israel.'' — The Fountain whence 
Israel was derived. 

" He that ruleth over men must be just." — 
The Just One is the ruler over men. This is evidently 
a prophecy of Messiah's reign, the blessings which He 
showers on the world, and the punishment of His 
enemies. 

"As the light of the morning." — This is a 
beautiful figure, and gives an idea of a sun that never 
scorches, but ever shines with gentle, genial radiance. 

" As thorns thrust away." — This is a metaphor 
taken from hedging ; the workman thrusts the thorns 
aside with his hand, which is protected, till, getting a 
fair blow at the roots, he cuts them all down.. 

"These be the names of the mighty men." — 
The heroes or mighty men during the reign of David 
were thirty-seven in number, including Joab, who was 
commander-in-chief of all his forces. These warriors 
were divided into three classes, the first and second of 
which consisted each of three men : Jashobeam, 
Eleazar and Shammah ; Abishai, Benaiah and Asahel ; 
the third class consisted of the remaining thirty. The 
list given in Chronicles is more numerous ; but the 
probable solution of the d"*^crepancy is that the first 
list contains the names of tnose who lived in the' early 
part of David's reign, and that the latter records the 
names of others who were added in the couifse of his 
government. 

" The Tachmonite that sat in the seat." — 
Joshebbassebet the Tachmonite head of the three. . 

"The same was Adino." — This was his prap/ea* 
name. 

« The Eznite."— So called, either from his family^ 
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or from the place of his birili and education. Accord- 
ing to Jewish interpreteis, he was a man of profound 
wisdom. 

" He lift tip his spear." — These words are sup- 
plied out of 1 Chron. xJL 11, where it says he killed 
three hundred. 

"The Lord wrought a great victory that 
DAY." — This and the next exploit mentioned probably 
occurred while David was acting as general under 
Saul against the Philistines. 

"Apiece of ground full oy LENTiLEa" — It is 
supposed that they were engaged in driving back 
marauding Philistines, who had come to strip the field. 

"Water of the well of Bethlehem."— He 
either forgot that the Philistine garrison was there, or 
he did not think that his followers would gratify his 
wish. Bethlehem being his native city, this spring 
would be well known to him. 

" Poured it out unto the Lord."— As a drink- 
offering : the risk at which it had been procured 
rendered it too precious for his own use. 

" LioNLTKE men OF MoAB."— Llons of Gk)d. He 
slew two lions of Moab : men who were stronger and 
fiercer than lions. 

" Slew a lion in the midst of a pit in ^me of 
SNOW." — One who had probably taken shelter in a 
oave, which was th^ haunt of the lion. 

"He SLEW an Egyptian, A goodly man."— A 
man of countenance — a man of great stature. 
' "He WAS MORE honourable than the thirty." 
'—The Hebrew word here translated thirty is else- 
where rendered captlEtins, and probably means officers 
in general. 

QUESTIONS. 

181. " The Bweet Ps^Oxnist of Israel." Why is Pavid so called ? 

182. The anointed. Is this title applied to ttny other king of 
Israel or Jndah? Find passages where the tme is applied pro- 
phetically to the Messiah. 

188. " The Spirit of the Lord spake hy me.'' la there any alia- 

4—2 
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Bion in the New Testament to the inspiration of the writers of the 
Old Testament f 

184. To what did David aUnde when he said, "Although my 
house be not so with Gk>d" ? 

185. How many names of the mighty men d David are here re« 
corded? 

186. Into how many classes are they divided? 

187. Give an account of the exploits of the three most mighty. 

188. For what did David long when he was in the wilderness ? 

189. Who is mentioned as the most honourable of the second 
three mighty men ? 

140. Belate the exploits of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada* 

BEFEBENCES. 

Verse 1.—** The anointed of the God of Jacob." I>salm Ixtxix. ^ 

Verse 2.—" The Spirit of the Lord spake by me." 2 Pet. i 21. 

Verse 8.—" The Bock of Israel" Psahn xdi 16. 

Verse 5. — ** An everlasting covenant." 2 Sam. vii 16. 

Verse 10. — " The mighty men whom David had." 1 Chron. xi XL 

Verse 88.—" Ira an Ithrite." Chap. xx. 26. 

Verse 89.—" Uriah the Hittite." Chap, xi 8. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

B.C. 1017. 

"He moved David," — In the parallel passage in 
Chronicles it is expressly said, Satan stood np against 
Israel, and provoked David to number Israel Per- 
haps David wished to Wage new wars and make new 
conquests at the expense of the tranquillity of the 
people. This measure was unpopular^ and displeasing 
even to the courtiers themselves. 
" The RIVER OF Gad.**— The Valley of Gk^L 

" JOAB GAVE Ut THE SUM OP THE NUMBER OF THE 

1»E0PLE.'* — These numbered 800,000 fighting men in 
Israel, and 500,000 in Judah. 

"The word of the Lord came uiJto the 
3PR0PHET Gad." — They had numbered all the tribes 
but Levi and Benjamin, and when the numbering 
Was finished David's conscience smote him. Then 
the Lord sent the prophet Gad to the king, to offer 
him the choice of three punishments: seven years' 
famine, three months* defeat in war, or three days' 
];)estilence. 
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*'LBr ME NOT FALL INO THE HAND OP MAN."— 

David chose that evil to which he and his family 
would be as much exposed as the meanest of his sub- 
jects. 

''So THE Lord sent a pestilence.^'— -There died 
of the people seventy thousand men. 

"To the TIME appointed." — From morning to 
evening ; the time of the conTontion, or public meet- 
ing, ie., till the time of the evening prayer and sacri- 
fice, when the people solemnly met together. 

"Threshing-floor of Araunah.'*— The thresh- 
ing-floors in the East are round level plots of 
ground in the open air, where the corn is trodden by 
oxen. This is supposed to have been on the summit, 
north-east of Mount Zion, where the Temple after- 
wards stood. 

" Araunah the Jebusite." — In the parallel place 
in Chronicles he is called Oman. It is probable that 
he had both names. Some have supposed that Arau- 
nah had been the Jebusite king before Jerusalem was 
taken, or that he was of the royal race, probably the 
son and heir of the king who reigned last ; it is evi- 
dent that Araunah was proprietor of the soil at that 
time, and that David paid him much regard as a 
neighbour. Josephus reports that David spared him 
when he took the fort of Zion, either because he was 
a lover of the Israelites, and had done some good ser- 
vice to the king. 

"That which doth cost me nothing."— Had 
Araunah's offer been accepted, the sacrifice would 
have been his, not David'& 

" Fifty shekels of silver. '* — Rather more than 
sixty pounds of our money. 

"David built there an altar."— The Lord 
heard David's prayer, and accepted his sacrifice, and 
the plague was stayed from Israel 
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QUESTIONS, 

141. What was Da^td tempted to do ? 

1421 What precept was forig[otten by David when ha numbered 
the people ? 

149. Bow many times were the people ntixnbered in the wilder- 
ness? 

144. How was David: ptmished for numbcte'l n g the people f 

145. How many months were employed taking the census ? 

146. Who was Araimah ? 

147. What building was subsequently erected on the spot when 
A/aunah's threshing-floor stood ? 

148. Where did the plague cease ? 

149. How many people perished by the plague ? 
149. Give the probaole date of this event. 

BEVBBBNCES. 

Verse 1. — ** Go, number Israel and Judah." 1 Ohron. xzL 1« 

Verse 14. — " His mercies are great." Psalm dii 8. 

Verse 16. — " The angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem." 
1 Chron. xxi. 15. 

Verse 24.—" David bought the threshing-floor," etc. 1 Chron. 
jud. 24—26. 



PSALMS ILLUSTBATED. 

CHAPTKB 

Psahn iii compared with xv. 29. 
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TOK)GBAPHY. 

Abel Beth-maachah. {Moumingof the house of oppression.) A 
dty of the tribe of Manasseh in the north of Palestine. 

Adullam. {Justice of the people.) A cave near Bethlehem. 

Amhah. a mmoTiB atv of Gath, which stood on Mount Ammah. 

Arobr. (Heatht ot naked tree.) A city built by the tribe of Gad, 
over against Kabbah. * 

Baale. Another name for Kirjath-jearim ; caiUleA tUso Kirjath- 
haal. 

Baal-hazor. Abont ei^ht miles from Jemsalem, near a town of 
the name of Ephraim, in the tribe of Benjamin. 

Baal-perazjoc. {Place of breaches.) Kear or in the valley of 
Bephaim. 

BAHURzar. ( Village of youths.) A city of Benjamin, north of 
Jerusalem, near Mount Oh vet. 

Beersheba. {The well of an oath.) A dty in the extreme south 
of Canaan. 

BethjueheV; {Jloxtse ofhread.) Six miles south of Jerusalem. 

Berethai. '{Jvells of the Lord.) A place very rich in brass, 
over which the kings of Zobah reigned. 

Betah. {Confidence.) A city in Syria conquered by Pavid, from 
whence mu<m brass was brought for the Temple. 

Beth-uaacah. {House of oppression.) The same place as 
Abel Beth-maacah. 

Bethrehob. {House ofhreadth.) In the north part of Canaan, 
between Libanus and Anti-Iibanus. 

Beth-sham. {The house of the tooth.) A town of the Philistines. 

BiTHRON. This was probably the same as Bethar, sixteen miles 
from Crosarea. 

Dauascus. The oldest dty in the world ; it is dtuated in the 
valley between Libanus and Anti-Libanus. 

Dan. About deven miles north of lake Huleh. At first it was 
called Laish. 

Dan-jaan. {Judge of woodl&nd.) Some condder it the same as 
Laish, at the foot of Ii^unt Libanus. 

EnoM. A country south-east of Palestine, along El Ghor, or the 
great valley which extends from the Deaa Sea to the Gulf of Akaba. 

Enrooel. {Fountain of the fuller.) A place in the land of 
Gtilead, from whence came Bai'zillai. 

Euphrates. {Fruit fulness.) A river which has its source in the 
mountains of Armenia. 

Gaabh. {Shaking.) A hill on Mount Ephraim; probably the 
same- as Gilead. 

Gath. ( Winejpress.) One of the cities of the Philistines. 

Gazer. Precipice.) On the border of liie county of the Philis- 
tines ; before the subjugation of the countiy by the l!sraelites,it was 
a royal dty. 

Gbba. ijlill.) A garrison of the Philistines, supposed to be the 
same as Gibeab, 
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Geshub. (Fo^Uion.) A region in Syria where Talmai reigned/ 
whose daughter David married. 

GiAH. (Breaking forth.) A place near the way of the wildemesB 
of Gibeon. 

GiBEON. (JERghhia.) A Hivite dty west of Gibeah. 

GiLBOA. (a revelatum of inquiry,) A range of mountains in 
Samaria, about ten miles south of Tabor. 

GiLEAn. {Perpetual fountain.) The moimtainons district south 
of the river Jabbok, with a city of the same name. 

GiLaAL. {Liberty.) A city near the Jordan, opposite Jericho. 

GiLOH, (Exodus of a great midtitude.) A town in the tribe of 
Judah. 

GrrTAZM. {Ttoo winepresses.) A dty of the Benjamites. 

Gob. Fit. A place where David fought with the Philistines. 

Hakath. (Citadel) A dty of Syria. 

Hbbbon. One of the oldest dties of Palestine, a few mUes sonth 
of Bethlehem. 

Helxath-hazzubim. ( The dividing of the strong.) A place near 
Gibeon. 

Jabesh-Gilead. An andent dty upon the side of Mount Gilead. 
Its exact dte is unknown. 

Jazeb. {Whom the Lord helps.) An andent dty of Moab, cele- 
brated for its good pasturage. 

Jebicho. {City of the moon.) This dty was not rebuilt until the 
days of Ahab. 

Jebusalem. (Pea^.) The dty comprised the four hills of Zion, 
Acra, Moriah and Bezetha. David made it the capital of his kingdom 
after its final conquest. 

Jezbeel. Also called Esdra^Um, at the north-west base of Gilboa. 
Also a town of Judah near GarmeL 

JoBDAN. (Descending.) The largest river of Palestiue. 

Kabzeel. {God will assemble together.) A village in the south 
of the land of Judah. 

KiDBON. {Very hlach) A torrent which flowed between Jem* 
ealem and Mount Olivet. 

LoDEBAB. {A place of no pasture.) A city of Gilead. 

^Iahanaih. {Two hosts.) A dty situated on the borders of Gad 
and Manasseh. 

Metheo-amicah. Another term for Oath and her towns, 

MiLLO. The Hebrew name for Acrcy or the Citadel; tiie hiU on 
which the town of the Jebusites was built. 

Olivet. Part of a ridge of limestone hiUs, separated from Jeru* 
salem by the vallev of Jehoshaphat and the Inrook Eidron. 

Pebez-Uzzah. {Breach of Uzzah.) A place near Nachon's threah- 
ing-floor. 

Kabbah. (The city of waters.) A royal dty east of the 
Jordan. 

Sybia. The country properly so called comprehended between 
Euphrates east, the Medit^ranean west, Cilicia north, Phoenicia, 
Judea and AraMa Deserta south. 

Tekoah. {Encamping.) A town in the tribe of Judah, about 
twelve miles zrom Jerusalem. 
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Ttbx. a great oommeroial city on the sea-coast north of Pales- 
tine. 

ZzDON. A celebrated city of Phoenicia, on the sea-coast, north- 
ward from Tyre. 

ZioN. ( Very dry.) One of the hills on which Jerasalem was built. 

ZoBAH. Between the land of Israel and the Euphrates ; probably 
the same as Sobah, mentioned in the history of Abraham. 



NEIGHBOUEINO NATIONS 

Amaleeiteb. a people inhabiting the conntry to the south of 
Palestine, between Idnmea and Egypt, and to the east of the Dead 
Sea and Mount Seir. 

Ammonites. Some of the descendants of Lot, living east Of the 
Dead Sea and the Jordan. 

Edomites. The posterity of Esau, who were settled in Mount 
Seir ; they were subdued by Darid, by which the prophecy of Isaac 
was fulfdled, " Be lord oyer thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons 
bow down to thee." 

Geshubites. This tribe is mentioned as bordering upon the 
Philistines, and as being within the borders of the Promised Land. 

GiBBONiTES. A tribe of the Hivites who had artfully obtained an 
alliance with Israel in Uie time of Joshua ; Saul, in his mistaken 
zeal, had slain not a few of them ; but David sought to atone for 
the wrong which had been done to them. 

HiTTiTES. It is supposed that they inhabited the high region of 
the tribe of Judah. 

Jebubites. The ancient inhabitants of Jerusalem ; thev were a 
warlike race, and were not expelled until the time of David. 

MoABiTES. Some of the descendants of Lot ; their territory was 
east of the Dead Sea and the Jordan. 

Philistines. They occupied the south-west coast-plain, from 
the borders of Egypt to Joppa. 

Syrians. They occupied the country which extended eastward 
along Mount libanus. Thev were subdued by David, b.o. 1044, on 
occasion of his var against the Ammonites, whom they had assisted. 



BIOGRAPHIOAL NOTES. 

Abiathah. (Father of plenty.) One of the priests who followed 
3David with the ark, when ne fled from Jerusalem. 

Abigail. {My father's joy.) The wife of David ; renowned for 
her beauty and sound understanding. 

Abinasab. {Father of nobility.) A Levite of Eirjath-jearim, in 
wbose house the ark remained. 
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AsoNUAH. {Lord of the Lord.) The son of BaTid by Hagg^th ; 
he aimed at QbtainiDg the govenunent before his father's deaUi. 

Adoram. {Lord cf height.) The receiyer-general of taxes during 
the reign of Dayid. 

Aktmaaz. {Brother of anger.) The son of Zadok the priest. 

Ahinoam. {Brother of grace.) A Jezreditess, the wife of Da-vid 
and mother of Amnon. 

Ahto. {Brotherly.) A son of Abinadab, who drove the cart on 
which the ark was placed. 

Amnon. {Faithful.) The eldest son of David; he was assas- 
sinated by order of his brother Absalom. 

Abaunah. {A large ash-tree.) The Jebnsite who sold his thresh- 
ing-floor to David for fifty shekels of silver. 

^AANAH. {Son of response). One of David's thirty heroes. 

Babeillai. ilron ojthe Lord.) The Gileadjlte of Bogelimi who 
supplied David with provisions for himself and his forces. 

Batsshxba. {Daughter of an oath.) The wife of Uriah, who 
became the wife of David. 

Benaiah.- -{Built up of the Lord.) One of the priests commanded 
by David to anoint and proclaim Solomon as his successor. 

Chileab. The second son of David, by Abigail the Carmelitess. 

Ghimham. {Great desire.) A son of JBarziilai, who .returned to 
Jemsalem with king David. 

EiiiADA. {Whom Chd knows.) A son of David bom to hixn in 
Jerusalem. ■ 

Elipbalbx. {€h>d of salvation^) A. son of David bom in (Teru- 
salem. 

Elishama. {My €rod wiU hear.) Another son of David bom in 
Jemsalem. 

Ibhab. {IVhom He elects.) One of the sons of David bom in 
Jerusalem. 

Ira. {W€Uchful.) The chief ruler in David's household. He was 
a Jairite. Two of David's mighty men also bore this name. 

Jafhia. {lllustrums.) A son of David bom in Jerusalem. 

Jehossaphat. ^Lorai Judges.) The recorder or public Instorian 
in the days of David. 

JoNAPAB; {The Lord gave.) The son of Shimeah, David's brother. 

Jonathan. {The Lord gave.) The non of Abiathar the priest. 

Machib. {Sold') One who succoured David when he ned from 
Absalom. 

Mephibosheth. {Exterminating the idol.) The son of Jonathan, 
who was lamed in his feet by a fall from his nurse's armsi when Bfae 
fled from Jezreel on hearing of the death of his father. 

Mephibosheth. The son of Saul by Bizpah, who was sacrificed 
to the vengeance of the Gibeonites. 

MiCHAL. {LitUe stream of water.) The daughter of Saul, who 
married David. 

Nahash. {Serpent.) A king of the Ammonites who showed 
kindness to David. 

Nathan. {Given.) The prophet who was sent to reprove David 
tar his sin. 

Nepheo. One of the sons of David bom in Jemsalem. 
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OBE]^BI>ov. Th6 Gittite in whose house the ark was placed hy.. 
ooxmnand of David. 

Bhai^tiel. {Deliverance of Ood.) The husband of Michal, the 
daughter of SauL 

BsoHAB. lEorseman.) One of the captains of Saul, who, with 
his brother, slew Ishbosheth and took his nead to David. 

Sbraiah. The scribe or king's secretary. 

Sbamua^. {AttonUhmenQ One of the three captains over the 
thirty, by whose hand the Lord wrought a great vlctorv. 

Shephatuh. {Judge of the Lord.) The fifth son of David, bom 
to Him by AbitaL. 

Sheva. {Habitation), A scribe of David, by some thought to be 
the same as Seraiah. 

Shimeah. {Bumour,) The brother of David. 

Shim^. (Famoui,) A man of the family of Saul who cursed 
David, and tnrew stones at him. 

Talmai. (FuU of furrows.) The king of Geshur, and grandfather 
of Absalom. 

Tahab. iPabn.) The daughter of David. 

Ubiah. (Light of the Lord,) A captain in David's army before 
Babbah. 

UzzAH. {Strength.) The son of Abinadab, who put forth his 
hand to touch the ark, when he was immediately smitten wii^ death. 

Zadok. {Just.) A priest of the family of Phmehas, who followed-, 
David with the ark when he fled from Absalom. , 

Zeruiab* The sister of David, and the mother of Joab, Abishai, 
and Asahel. 

ZxBA. {PlcmJt.) An old Borvant of Saul, under whose care David 
placed ^ephibosneth. 



HISTOBICAL NOTES. 

I . 

Abisbai. {Father of gifts.) The son of Zeruiah ; one of the 
mighty men of David, who slew dOO Philistines. 

Abmeb. {Father of light,) The general of Saul's army ; he op* 
posed David, and raised Ishbosheth to> the throne. 

Absalom. (Father of peace.) The second son of David, by 
Maacah, dioghter of the king of Geshur. 

Adiko. The Tachmonite, one of the heroes of David, who lifted 
up his spear and slew 800 men at one time. 

Ahithopkbl. (Brother of folly.) A native of Giloh ; a friend 
and councilior of David's. 

Amasa. {Burden.) Ohief captain of David's army ; he super- 
seded Joab. 

Asahel. {Made of Ood.) The son of Zeruiah, slain by Abner. 

Baanah. {Son of response.) A captain under Jonathan. He 
and his brother mui'derea Ishbosheth. 
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Bemaias. {Built up of the Lord.) A son of Jehoaida Uio bigh" 
priest ; one of David's xnighty men, and captain oyer his guard. 

GusHi. A ronner or messenger in the army of David. 

David. {Beloved.) The successor of Saul as king of IsraeL He 
was proclaimed at Hebron, at the age of thirty-seven years ; he 
died, aged seventy-one years, after a reign of forty years. 

Eleazab. The son of Dodo ; one of the three most mighty men 
of David. 

Hadad-ezeb. (Whose help is Hadad.) King of Zobah, who sub- 
mitted to David after losing 1000 chariots, 700 horsemen, and 20,000 
infantry. 

Hanun. {Giving for nothing.) The Ammonite king who treated 
David's messengers with indi^ty. 

HiBAM. {Most noble.) The long of Tyre, who supplied David 
with artificers and materials for his palace on Mount Zion. 

HusHAi. {Hastening of the Lord.) One of David's counsellors. 

IsHBi-BENOB. {Sis seot is in the high place.) One of the sons 
of the giants, who thought to have shiin David, but was Imns^ 
killed by AbishaL 

IsHBOSHETH. {Man of shame.) The only surviving son of Saul, 
who was raised to the throne by the advice and assistance of Abner. 
He reigned at Mahanaim ; but was at length murdered by two of 
his servants. 

Ittai. {Nearness of the Lord.) A captain in David's army ; the 
Jews say he was the son of Achish king of Gath. 

JoAB. {Lord father.) David's general ; the son of Zeruiah, 
David's sister ; he was a successful hero, but cruel, revengeful and 
imperious. 

Jonathan. The nephew of David who slew one of the sons of 
the giants, who had six fingers on each hand and six toes on esi^ 
foot. 

JoshebbAssebet, the Tachmonite. One of David's mighty men. 

Bechab. (Horseman.) One of the sons of Bimmon who slew 
Ishbosheth. 

Behob. {Open space.) A king of Zobah, and the father of 
Hadadezer, whom David slew. 

Shahhah. {Astonishment). One of the three captains over the 
thirty who obtained a great victory over the Philistines. 

Shbba. (Oath.) A Benjamite who conspired against David. 

Shobach. {Poured out.) The Syrian general defeated by David. 

Solomon, called Jedidiah. {Beloved of the Lord.) The son of 
David by Bathsheba ; he was anointed and proclaimed king on the 
conspiracy of his brother Adonijah. 

Toi. A king of Hamath or Epiphania, who sent to (HHigratulate 
David on his victory over the Syxiimai 
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OBNESAL QTTESnOKS. 
(J^Votn the Oaford and Cambridge Local Examination Pajpers,) 

1. At what places and under whofle charge waa the ark during 
David's reign ? 

2. What were the drcumBtanoes attending the deaths of Ish- 
boahethi Abner, Ahithophel and Amasa ? 

8. Describe in detail the scene which terminated the rebellion of 
Bheba, the son of Bichri. 
4. Explain the allusions in the following sentences : 
(i.) " In their death they were not diyided." 
(ii.) ** Let us fall now into the hand of the Lord." 
6. State what is recorded of the descendants of Saul in the Second 
l^ook of Samuel. 

6. What was the counsel tendered to Absalom by Ahithophel and 
Hushai? 

7. Have we any indication of the cause of Ahithophel s deadly 
hatred of David ? 

8. Was Absalom's the only revolt against David's authority ? 

9. State the connection in which the following passages occur : 

(i) " Shall tibie sword devour for ever ?" 

(ii) ** Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine 

house." 
(iiL) ** These sheep, what have they done ?" 

10. To whom did David say, " I will surely show thee kindness for 
Jonathan thy father's sake " ? 

11. How Old he fulfil this promise ? 

12. Which of David's sons rebelled against him ? How did these 
rebellions end ? 

18. Who were the Jebusites ? 

14. Where was the seat of David's kingdom at first? To what 
place was it afterwards removed ? 

15. Describe the numbering of the host and God's judgment on 
the people in consequence, ik what did the sinfulness of David's 
act consist ? 

16. Give an account of the removal of the ark of God from 
Kirja th-j earim. To whatplace was it finally taken ? 

17. What answer did God return to David's desire to build a 
temple for it ? 

18. Mention some of the punishments with which God visited 
David for his grievous sin in the matter cA Uriah. 

19. Quote the substance of David's last words. 

20. Give a brief summary of the contents of the Second Book of 
Samuel. 

21. Whose son was Joab? and what relation to David? State 
the prominent facts related with regard to him ; also the names of 
his brethren and their histories. 
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22. Describe the geographical position of the Moabites, the Philis- 
tines, and the Amalekites. 

23. What were the chief cities of Philistia ? 

21. Write a short history of the life of David from the period of 
his being made king oyer IsraoL Where and how long had he 
previou^y reigned, and what was the length of his whole reign ? 

25. Give an account of the revolt of Absalom, and of the drcmn- 
stances that led to it. Who were *<ihe sons of Zemiah," and what 
part did they take on this occasion ? 

26. When and how did Jemsalem eome into the possessioxi of the 
Israelites ? What was its earlier name ? 

27. What did David mean by saying, " The ark of Gtod dwelleth 
within curtains " f 

'la. \V Here was the ark at the commencement of David's rei|;n ? 

29. The early part of David's reign was marked by contmned 
happiness and success; the latter part by much misery and- dis- 
appointment. Where do yon draw uxe line between them ? 

80. What wad the extent of the kingdom of Israel at the accession 
of Davids 

81. Quote and illustrate passages in the Psalms in which reference 
is made to events in tiie life of David. 

82. Describe very briefly what is related in connection with (1) the 
well of Bethlehem, (2) Perez-I^ssah, (8) Olivet. 

33. Write out Nathan's parable. 

34. " I am in a great strait." (1) Who said this ? (2) and to 
whom f (3) What did the speaker mean ? (4) What resolntibn did 
he adopt, and why ? 

85. (1) How many mighty men served David? (2), In which 
chapter are they enumerated ? (3) Mention the name of at least 
two of them. 

86. Account for the lameness of Saul's grandson. 

87. Describe precisely the end of (1) Ahithophel, (2) Amnon, 
(3) Absalom. 

38. ** The sword shall never depart from thine house." Tn/oe 
briefly the fulfilment of this sentence. , 

39. Explain briefly the following passages : 
fl) ** Died Abner as a fool dieth." 

" Every man to his tents, IsraeL" 
** These men, the sons of Zeruiah, be too hard for me." 
" I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me." 
" When the PhiHstines had slain Saul in Gilboa." 
40 Mention any reference in the Second Book of Samud to " the 

weUof Bethlehem," " the pool of Qibeon," " Absalom's pillar," " the 

dty of waters," " Mount Olivet." 

41. Mention some of the Psalms which are connected vrith the 
history in the Second Book of Samuel. 

42. " Also he bade them teach the children of Judah the nsojof 
the bow." From whence are these words taken ? Explain them. 

43. Briefly sketch the life of Ishbosheth. 

44. Give an account of David's capture of Zion. > 

45. What passed between Nathan and David req^ecting thaboild- 
ing of the temple f 
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46. What do you know of Zadok and Abiathar ? 

47. Who were Asahel, Zeroiahi Ner, Hiram, Ziba, Ittal, Ahitho- 
phel, Ohimham ? 

48. How did Dayid receive the news of Saul's death ? 

49. State the situations of Hebron, Gibeah, Jabesh-Qilead, Jezreel. 
60. Explain Amalekite, Gittite, GU>eonite, Oheretbites and Pe- 

lethites. 
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XX. 


1019 


xxl. 


1017 


xxi. 


1017 


xxl. 
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xxiv. 


1013 


xxIt. 


1018 



David anointod king at Hebron. 

Death of Abner. 

Ishboaheth slain by Baanah and Rechab. 

The stronghold of Zion taken from the Jebualtea. 

Defeat of the PhiliBtines. 

The ark brought from Kirjath-Jearlm to Jerusalem. 

Victory over tiie Syrians. 

Garrisons placed in Edom. 

Mephibosheth restored to the Inheritance of his father. 

War with the Ammonites. 

Rabbah besieged by Joab. 

Nathan sent to reprove David. 

Amnon slain by Absalom. 

Absalom restored to his father's favour. 

Rebellion of Absalom. 

Battle at Mahaoalm. 

Death of Absalom. 

Revolt of Sheba. 

The land afflicted with famine. 

Burial of the remains of Saul and Jonathan in the 

sepulchre of their fathers. 
David's victories over the Philistines. 
The numbering of the people. 
The throe days' pestilence. 



* There is much difficulty with regard to the chronology of this period, 
as the dates are variously reckoned by different authorities. The margin 
of the Bible is the authority followed in the Amlyiis, In the Summarif 
that of Colmet. 
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